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North Toronto Stamp Club 

Royal Chapter #5    Member of GTAPA 
Yorkminster Park Baptist Church 

1585 Yonge Street, Toronto 
facebook.com/groups/NorthTorontoStampClub 

 

Due to the public health concerns, we have suspended all 
in-person club meetings and bourses until further notice. 

JOIN OUR VIRTUAL MEETINGS ON 

Sept 10th: (Zoom Virtual Meeting) 
History & Spirit of Berlin as seen thru its 1945-1990 stamps 

 

Oct 8th: (Zoom Virtual Meeting) 
SUPERMAN 

 

To receive a link to join the meeting, email Klaus Hintz, 
NTSC.Membership@gmail.com  

Guests and visitors welcome! 
 

Did you miss a presentation? Previous NTSC Zoom 
meetings are available for viewing on the Club’s 

YouTube channel NTSC Presents 
 

L I V E  F L O O R  A U C T I O N  # 3  
T h u r s d a y ,  O c t o b e r  2 2 n d ,  2 0 2 0  

5:30 pm to 10 pm FREE ADMISSION 
 

W I N T E R  S T A M P  B O U R S E  
S a t u r d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  1 4 t h ,  2 0 2 0  

10 am to 4 pm FREE ADMISSION 
For information Matt at 647-990-4073 
Email: ntsc.programchair@gmail.com 

 

DIRECTIONS 
Yorkminster Park Baptist Church is one block north 

of St. Clair Avenue on the east side of Yonge Street 
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THE GREATER TORONTO AREA 

PHILATELIC ALLIANCE MEMBER CLUBS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

OFFICERS 

President Larry Friend 

Vice President David Best 

Secretary Tony Manson 

Treasurer Tom Malicki 

Past President Peter Butler, FRPSC 

DIRECTORS 
See the Club Directories for Directors and contact information. 

 

MEETINGS – Suspended due to Covid-19 
Directors meet monthly on the fourth Wednesday at the Vincent Graves 

Greene Philatelic Research Foundation on 10 Summerhill Avenue, Toronto, 
M4T 1A8.   (Except: June, July & December) 

Visitors Welcome 

STARTING ON AUG.26th MEETING WILL BE VIA ZOOM 
 

The PhilaJournal (ISSN 1718-2387) is published quarterly by GTAPA and is distributed free of charge 
to Member Clubs to make available to their members and guests. 

Number 73 distributed in PDF format only.  Copyright 2020.  Check www.gtapa.org for back issues. 

-  Opinions and views expressed in the PhilaJournals are those of the writers only and are not necessarily 
endorsed by the GTAPA and its Officers or Directors. 

-  Some names and images may be trademarks or registered trademarks, and are used only for identification 
and explanation, without intent to infringe or break any copyright laws.  Every effort is taken to ensure 
accuracy, but The PhilaJournal cannot be responsible for the correctness of any information printed herein. 

-  Any portion of this publication may be reproduced without prior consent, provided credit is given. 

1. Ajax-Pickering Stamp Club  

2. Bramalea Stamp Club 

3. Fenelon Falls Stamp Club 

4. Georgian Bay Coin & Stamp Club 

5. Insurance & Banking Philatelic Society 

6. Kawartha Stamp Club 

7. Markham Stamp Club 

8. Mississauga Stamp Club (Old Credit Valley SC) 

9. Muskoka Stamp Club 

10. North Toronto Stamp Club 

11. North York Philatelic Society 

12. Oshawa Whitby Brooklin Stamp Groups 

13. Polish-Canadian Coin & Stamp Club “Troyak” 

14. Scarborough Stamp Club 

15. Scouts on Stamps Society International (SOSSI) 

16. Toronto Stamp Collectors’ Club 

17. Trenton Stamp Club 

18. Ukrainian Collectibles Society (Toronto) 

19. West Toronto Stamp Club 

 

 

ATA Chapter #109.  
 

RPSC Affiliate #4. 
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The Editor’s Contribution 
Tom Malicki 

philajournal@gmail.com 
 

PhilaJournal Fall 2020 issue notes. 
 

Here is the second digital edition of the PhilaJournal. Hope you enjoy it. 

YES, we are staying with this format. The printer bleed allowance has 
been removed to accommodate printing 2 pages on a regular letter size page; 
if printing is required. Distribution will be done via download link or issues 
can be emailed to Club members by their GTAPA Directors.  Your choice. 

Not being bound by the multiples of four pages for the printer and the weight 
of each issue for the postage we can start experimenting.  Ideas? 

It is noticeable that you can now click on any link and be taken to that web 
site. You can enlarge the pictures on each page to see more details… try it 
with the picture of Larry on page 5 to decipher what he is working on. 

But, I think the most important improvement is the addition of FREE 
Bargain Classified ads after page 32. These are for members only, not 
professional dealers (sorry). Please read the “Few simple rules:” on page 33 
to get the most from this section. I would love to hear any win-win stories 
from the members.  Oh, and remember to send your ads to the Editor only. 

Even with a very quiet ‘soft launch’ via a broadcast to all the Club Directors 
I already have 14 ads.  Advertising rates for PJ will be published in Nov. issue. 

Important changes to the PhilaJournal numbering system. Until now 
we started a new volume in August (Fall, issue #1) and then November 
(Winter, #2), 2 issues in one year and continued to February (Spring #3) and 
May (Summer #4) of the next year.  It was confusing…Therefore the current 
Vol. XVIII will have 6 issues – this one is #5 (Whole Number 73) and 
November will be #6 (74).  2021 will start with Vol. XIX. The February issue 
will be #1 (75), May #2 (76), August #3 (77) and November #4 (78). Year 
2022 will be Vol. XX (WOW!!!) and have same numbering system. Easy to 
follow and identify future volumes, numbers and years. 

Important change to the Club dues schedule. We have not been able to 
meet since March.  The GTAPA executives proposed that the annual Club 
Dues will not be collected starting August (as previously) and be free for the 
months of Sept. to Dec. of 2020. Starting in 2021 the Club Dues will become 
annual, based on a calendar year. The amount stays at $2/member (clubs pay 
based on their club’s PhilaJournal readership) and will be payable AT the first 
meeting in January. This will simplify payment and collecting of the dues. 
Each club will have time from Aug. to Dec. to deliver the next year’s dues. 

I hope most of you will agree that this will make life easier for your Club 
Treasurer.  It will for GTAPA’s.   Thank you. 
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Don Hedger 
don.hedger@gmail.com 

 

What Does a Cover Tell Us? 
 

When we collect covers we do it for various reasons ~ for the CDS, cancels, 
receivers on back, FDC, cache or corner card & possible letter inside 

How about contents? ~ Nothing there? Ops, yes there is! 

The cover is made with old paper, a map. While these envelopes are 
somewhat unusual, this practice was done in times of paper shortage. 

The practice dates back to US civil war where the Confederate States of 
America (CSA) used wallpaper for envelopes. 

With Latvia’s independence, Nov.18 1918, only days after WWI, they used 
old German maps to print their first postage stamps. 

The cache commercial cover ( shown here) from European Stamp Co. 
(stamp dealer in Belgium) was printed on an old, 1/50,000 scale, German 
map from WWII ~ mailed in 1946, to the owner of Harbord Stamp & Coin 
in Toronto. 
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The President’s Viewpoint 
Larry Friend 

lfriend@sympatico.ca 
 

Well what have you been doing to keep busy? 
 

NO Club Meetings – No Shows – No Public Auctions – No, No, No – No 
that’s all we hear. I have been fortunately enough to have picked up two large 
collections to work on and distribute to fellow collectors. Still have four 
collections to pick up when the pandemic is over. 

Personally I have started several new collections from the material I have 
picked up and helped other collectors broaden their collecting interests. 

Some of the more popular themes seems to be Canadian cancels, slogan 
cancels, perfins and early covers, particularly those containing letters & info. 

I have had several requests for each of these and have been plowing through 
the boxes to help the collectors asking for them. While searching for these I 
have gained a new appreciation for this part of our hobby and will likely be 
my next new collection. 

Much of the material I have sent out by mail and received payment through 
e-transfer; another new thing I have learned to do since the start of Covid. 

Downsizing you say 
NOT YET – anyone got 
a room to rent? 

 

Larry sent to the bowels 
(Storage Area) of his 
condo to work on his 
stamps - as his office is 
crowded – his pick-up 
truck is full – his van is 
full – and there are even 
stamps in the trunk of his 
wife’s car – that is until 
she finds out they are 
there 

Even the storage locker is 
full 

 

Well stamp friends please 
stay healthy and busy – 
enjoy your great hobby. 



We can sell your 

Canadian or foreign 

Cover & Stamp collections 

on consignment 

for the nominal fee of 10% 

No collection too small 

Cash advances available 
(Please enquire before forwarding material) 

R. F. (Hank) NARBONNE 
FRPSC, OTB 

 

Telephone: 613-257-5453 

Toll-free: 1-800-247-5619 
 

GREENWOOD STAMP COMPANY 
SINCE 1962 

 

136 Morphy Street 

Carleton Place, 

Ontario 
K7C 2B4 
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Focus on Italy 
Ron Dell'Agnese 

ron.dellagnese@gmail.com 
 

Tenth Anniversary of Fascism Issue 
 

In 1919, Benito Mussolini 
organized the Fascists.  By 
1922, he had taken control 
of the government and 
began using the emblem of 
the fasces and calling 
themselves Fascists and 
their system of 

government—Fascism. 
(Fasces were bundles of 
rods tied together 
containing an axe with the 

blade pointing outward, to symbolize the power of the state). 

After the First World War, people were depressed and discontented and 
wanted change. Mussolini brought about many changes and was responsible 
for building roads, draining marshes, sponsoring new industries, developing 
hydro electric power plants, and generally tried to make Italy independent of 

foreign imports. 

In 1932, on the tenth anniversary of 
Fascism, a set of 20 stamps were issued 
honouring Fascism, with denominations 
from 5 centesimi to 5 plus 2.50 Lire. 

This consisted of 15 regular postage 
stamps, 1 semi-postal stamp, 2 air mail 
stamps and 2 express stamps (Sc. #290-
05, #C40-41, #E16-17). 

Each stamp pictured Fascist ideals with 
a brief description at the bottom (in 
Italian) of that ideal. The descriptions are 
as follows: 

05 C. - Plowing with oxen and a tractor; 
so that Italy will have bread. 

10 C. - Soldier guarding mountain pass. 

15 C. - Marine, battleship, and seaplane. 
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20 C. - Portrait of a fascist youth; 
reference to a youth organization 
(Balilla). 

25 C. - Tools and hands of workers. 

30 C. - Flags, Bible, and altar. 

35 C. - "New Roads for the New 
Legions". 

50 C. - Mussolini statue and his quote 
“if I advance follow me, if I retreat, kill me”. 
60 C. - Hands with spades; referring to 
the draining of the marshes. 

75 C. - Excavation of ruins. 

1 L. - Steamers and galleons; our 
destiny will always be the sea. 

1.25 L. - Italian flag, map, and points of 
a compass. 

1.75 L. - Flag, athlete, and stadium. 

2.55 L. - Mother and child; encouraging 
a great birth rate. 

2.75 L. - Emblems of drama, music, art, 
and sport. 

Semi-postal stamp 

5 L. + 2.50 L. - A Roman emperor. 

Air Mail stamps 

50 C. - Eagle sculpture and airplane.  

75 C. - Aerial view of Italian buildings. 

Express stamps 

1.25 L. - Ancient pillars and 
entrenchments. 

2.50 L. - Head of Mussolini, trophies, 
and flags. 

 

Except for 3 or 4 of the higher 
denomination stamps of this set, they are 
not difficult to find, nor are they 
expensive used. A mint set catalogues for 
about $570.00. 
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Fascism began to die in 1943 when the Italians discovered that Mussolini's 
promises of a reborn Italy were all lies. 
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Portfolio Manager 
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ZOOM Getting Started on Windows and Mac 
 

Basic information only… use their extensive library of videos and info pages. 

Overview 

Zoom unifies cloud video conferencing, simple online meetings, and group 
messaging into one easy-to-use platform. Zoom solution offers the best 
video, audio, and wireless screen-sharing experience across multiple 
platforms. Follow the links to articles to learn about the basic features of the 
Zoom client on Windows and Mac. 

Prerequisites 

 Zoom desktop client (Windows or Mac) 

https://zoom.us/support/download 

 

This article: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362033-Getting-Started-on-

Windows-and-Mac#h_97174a74-246a-4e54-8e9c-22b55cd0b665 covers 

 Sign in and Join 

 Home 

 Chat 

 Phone 

 Meetings 

 In-Meeting Controls 

 More Resources 
From https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us 

Joining a meeting - How do I join a Zoom meeting? You can join a 
meeting by clicking the meeting link or going to join.zoom.us and entering in 
the meeting ID. Learn more about joining a meeting. 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193  

How do I join computer/device audio? On most devices, you can join 
computer/device audio by clicking Join Audio, Join with Computer Audio, 
or Audio to access the audio settings. 

Can I Use Bluetooth Headset? Yes, as long as the Bluetooth device is 
compatible with the computer or mobile device that you are using. 

Do I have to have a webcam to join on Zoom? While you are not required 
to have a webcam to join a Zoom Meeting or Webinar, you will not be able 
to transmit video of yourself. You will continue to be able to listen and speak 
during the meeting, share your screen, and view the webcam video of other 
participants. 

Top 20 Zoom resources: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/360042982391 

ENJOY !!! 



 

CANCELLED 

CANCELLED 
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John Ross 
Kawartha Stamp Club 
jross4770@gmail.com 

 

Thoughts on Mounts 
 

Collectors use mounts because they protect stamps better than hinges. 
Modern hinges are so brutal that when peeled off the stamp it is often thinned 
or left with a hinge remnant. 
The most important decision is whether to use black or clear mounts. 

Black are probably the most popular but most of the hingeless albums that I 
have seen use clear mounts. Black mounts tend to be unforgiving--if you are 
just a bit off in cutting the edges it really shows on your album page. Although 
mounts are sold in strips (210 mm for the shorter sizes) and in precut 
versions, most dealers carry only strips because they are more economical. 
You pay a heavy premium for the top brands (Stanley Gibbons, Scott, etc.). 
The Unitrade offers a full range of sizes at more reasonable prices. 
Mounts come in top opening and split centre styles. The top opening types 
are easier to apply and are more flexible (you can always reduce the height of 
a top opening mount if you don’t have the exact size you need) but they are 
much less secure as it is easy to dislodge a stamp from its mount. Split centres 
are much safer. When using split centre mounts you want to be frugal with 
the moisture applied to the top of the mount. If you get too enthusiastic 
when licking the mount, moisture can leak from the split on to the stamp. 

Buy a guillotine cutter 
because it gives a better 
cut than scissors. 
Guillotines cost about 
$20 or so but you can 
often pick up a used 
one up for a couple of 
dollars or even less in 
Club sales. 

When using any kind of mount, measure the length of mount required and 
then cut the mount BEFORE inserting the stamp. Lick the mount’s top edge, 
allow a few moments for it to dry and then insert the stamp. 
Other views welcome. 



 



PhilaJournal     Fall 2020 

Page 15 

 
 

WANTED 
World Wide Covers – (old envelopes) 

Postal Stationary – Old Documents, 
Stamps – China and Early Hong Kong,  

World Wide Collections 
COVERS ONLY 

Peter Lim Swee Beng 
Tel: 416-417-1807   Email: 

cyberstamps@hotmail.com 

 

ITALY, Colonies, Vatican, San Marino 

and Order of Malta 
Buying, exchanging or selling philatelic items: 

stamps, covers, documents, revenues, Cinderellas, 

postcards, (Italy and Area) and non-Canadian 

squared circle postmarks! 

Contact Mattia at 647-990-4073 or 

stampsofitaly@yahoo.ca 
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Robert Pinet 
robert_pinet@yahoo.ca 

 

Cover Tells the Story of a Little Piece of Balkan History 
 

 
 

This cover was sent from the “Syndicat pour la Banque Nationale d ‘Albanie” 
[Syndicate for the National Bank of Albania] of the “Burua [sic] du 
Tresorerie” [Treasury Department] to Vienna, Austro-Hungary. The address 
has been erased, except for “Wien I. However, the addressee was most 
probably a representative of the Wiener Bankverrein [Vienna Bank 
Association], which, with the Banca Commerciale Italiana [Commercial Bank 
of Italy] was charged with establishing the National Bank of Albania. 

It is franked with all six of the Albanian Skanderbeg issue surcharged in 
Turkish currency on April 2, 1915 (Scott 47-521). Cancelled with a 
VLONE/3-5-1914 [3 March 1914] / SHQIPERENIE broken-bar cancel, a 
RECOMMANDE handstamp and registration number 5684 in script. 

The Skanderbeg issue of December 1, 1913 (Scott 25 -40) is noteworthy for 
having the name “Skanderbeg” spelled wrong as “Skanderberg” and for 
being printed in a currency which the Albanian government wished to 
introduce but never did. It includes the 2, 5, 10, 25 and 50 quint and the 1 
Franc values, overprinted with new denominations from 5 paras to 5 
Groshen 

While postally used and registered, I have not been able to determine whether 
the cover is overpaid. 
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Historical Background 

The history of Albania is tied to the complicated story of the Balkans. 

The First Balkan War, which pitted the Balkan League (Bulgaria, Greece, 
Montenegro and Serbia) against the Ottoman Empire, began in October 
1912. The Balkan League quickly occupied Turkish territory, including 
Albania and Epirus. With the support of Austro-Hungary and Italy, a 
congress of 83 Muslim and Christian delegates declared Albania’s 
independence at Vlore (Vlone) on November 28, 1912. 

Ambassadors from Austria-Hungary, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy 
and Russia set up an Ambassadors’ Conference in London on December 17, 
1912. This Conference settled on a memorandum laying down certain 
fundamental constitutional principles for the state of Albania, including the 
establishment of a Principality, with the control of the civil administration 
and finances of Albania entrusted to an international commission consisting 
of delegates from the Great Powers and a delegate of Albania. This 
commission was to be in effect for ten years2. In fact, the Great Powers were 
to wrest complete control by 1914. 

On October 4, 1913 the Albanian Government “had concluded a concession 
agreement with the Wiener Bankverrein and the Banca Commerciale Italiana 
[Commercial Bank of Italy] for establishing the National Bank of Albania”, 
but due to the turbulent situation in the country and the outbreak of the First 
World War, the National Bank “would not start operations until September 
2, 1925”3. 

 

Conclusion 

This beautiful oversized and multifranked cover from a far-off Balkan 
country helps tell the story of the attempt to establish a stable monetary 
system for the newly-independent state of Albania during the extremely 
unstable time just preceding World War I. 

 

1. Kloetzel, J.E. (2011). Albania. In J.E. Kloetzel (Ed.), 2011 Standard Postage 
Stamp Catalogue Volume 1 (pp. 314-358). Scott Publishing Company. 

2. Phipps, John S. (1996). The stamps and posts of Albania and Epirus 1878 to 
1945. pp. 4-7; 100; 115-116. Rossiter Trust Fund. Bristol, UK. 

3. Bank of Albania. (2018). A brief history of central banking in Albania. 

Bank of Albania.org. Retrieved from: 

https://www.bankofalbania.org/About_the_Bank/Brief_history_of_Bank_
of_Albania/ 
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Mattia Guida 
The North Toronto Stamp Club 

stampsofitaly@yahoo.ca 
 

THE NTSC AND COVID-19 
 

In early March the North Toronto Stamp Club had to take the decision to 
cancel its Spring Bourse and all meetings at the Club because of the Covid 
19 situation. As we realized that the Covid 19 emergency risked to last longer 
than expected we started organizing ourselves to cope with the new situation 
and maintain some basic connection with our Members. After having 
contacted most of our members by phone and having discovered that quite 
a few of them were using Zoom to keep in touch with family and friends we 
developed an emergency plan with following initiatives: 

1- Intensify the number of newsletters to keep our members updated 
on what is happening at the Club 

2- Expand our involvement in the NTSC Facebook page to facilitate 
all communications with the members and between the members 

3- Initiate a new swap program where members would start multiple 
chain exchanges of stamps of different countries or topics through the mail. 
Read about it on page 21. 

4- Start virtual meetings through the Zoom platform and continue 
them on a monthly basis until we would be able to return to our Club location 
in the Yorkminster Park Church 

The first virtual meeting took place on June 11 and it included a PowerPoint 
presentation prepared by Jean Wang. The subject of the presentation could 
not be more appropriate as it related to Covid 19 philately. Through Jean’s 
presentation we discovered that there was a positive side to the fact of being 
forced to adopt virtual presentations. Thanks to the possibility of expanding 
the audience participation to members who lived farther away from the Club 
and to non-members and the possibility to publish the presentation on 
YouTube, Jean’s presentation has been viewed by 4 to 5 times more people 
than what is then normal attendance at one of our Club meetings. Actually 
few of the past presentations can be seen on YouTube. 

The second virtual meeting took place on July the 9th and the subject of the 
presentation was “A philatelic trip to the Sorrento region”. Click on the 
YouTube link to see it.  You can also search for NTSC Presents on YouTube. 

At the moment we are planning to carry all these presentations during our 
virtual meetings. However, should the circumstances change, it is possible 
that one or more of these presentations may take place in person at the Club. 
We will keep everybody informed on any possible development via our 
mailing system, our newsletters and our Facebook page. 
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Postal Covers Wanted  

Stamps: 
Government of India

Telegraph Stamps - 1881 Provisionals - for 1, 3 & 4 Anna only 
(like image shown above) 

 

Contact - Denzil by email at 
fernandesdenzil11@gmail.com 

 
 
 

SUNDAY APR.25, 2021 
9:30 AM TO 3:30 PM 

STAMP & COIN DEALERS 

CLUB AND YOUTH TABLES 
LUNCH & REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE 

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING 
 

PICKERING RECREATION COMPLEX 

1867 VALLEY FARM ROAD, PICKERING 
 

CONTACT:  John van.der.Ven cjvanderven@sympatico.ca 
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Klaus Hintz 
The North Toronto Stamp Club 

sojourner2@rogers.com 
 

Duplicates? Swap!!! 
 

A few years ago the NTSC started the Swap Shoppe in the big auditorium 
of the Yorkminster Park Baptist Church, several people met at tables trading 
stamps. This in addition to the usual circuit books, club sales table and a 
handful of dealers. 

The Swap Shoppe is a place for anyone to trade their extras for stamps that 
will fill gaps in their collections at no extra cost.  Trades are done on a 1:1 
basis, or per Scott Catalogue value, to which the trading partners agreed. To 
facilitate trading, we have a list of members with their collecting interests and 
what they would like to trade. At the meetings we have a complete set of 
Scott catalogues available for swaps that are based on catalogue values. The 
other option is to trade for lower valued stamps, on a one-to-one basis.  

A Swap Shoppe committee came up with guidelines for anyone who is 
wondering how to go about swapping, and these are available at the trading 
tables. The basic principle is to be fair and honest in trading. 

NTSC Swap Shoppe remains active during these days of uncertainty around 
physical meetings. We are using some “new” technology (e-mail) to 
communicate, but the focus is now to use the “old” technology of mailing 
letters. YES, the SNAIL MAIL! The original purpose of stamps is put in 
action (you guessed it) to mail stamps to each other. These are a variation on 
the stamp approvals that were so common many years ago. The recipient of 
a stamp selection takes what he/she likes and replaces the stamps taken with 
similar quality stamps. 

The circuit gets started by a collector with a selection of 100 large or 200 
small stamps (mint and used) and is sent to the first name on a list of five to 
six names. The last person returns the selection to the originator. The 
sequence of the names on the lists are changed each time a new selection is 
put into circulation. Collecting interests are noted on the lists to enable 
participants to provide stamps that may appeal to the next person in line. 

At this time, there are swap circuits for worldwide, Eastern European, 
German, Italian and Scandinavian stamps, plus a circuit for topicals. Subjects 
can be added/deleted depending on member’s interests. A distinction is 
made for “large” and “small” (Commemoratives and definitives), each 
category has its own circuit. If you are interested in trading with other 
collectors, then become a member of the NTSC Swap Shoppe activities. 

Contact: NTSC.membership@gmail.com (Klaus Hintz is the Chair of NTSC 
Membership Committee) 
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Jerry Piotrowski 
Bramalea Stamp Club 

jerrypiotrowski74@hotmail.com 
 

Unusual Postage Stamps 
 

It has been a while since I penned an Unusual Postage Stamps article. 
Looking through a file folder I found information on two items. 

The first is a stamp issued by 
Spain in September 2018. It was 
issued to mark the 200th 
anniversary of the birth of 
Cosme García Sáez, an inventor 
who developed several ideas 
including a breech loading rifle, 
portable printing press and a 
mechanism for “all types of ink 
stamps” which was used by the 
Spanish postal authorities  for 

marking  dispatch and arrival 
dates on mail. The money from 
the sale and maintenance of these 
dater machines allowed him to 
develop his most famous patent, 
namely a submarine, a model of 
which was tested in Barcelona in 
1858. What makes this stamp 
unusual is that instead of being 
issued on paper, it was produced  

using rubber hence making a “rubber stamp” The design is set in relief and 
shows Sáez, a sketch of his submarine and an imprint of his postal dater. 

 

Embossed stamps have been issued by many postal authorities but virtually 
all have been printed or produce using paper as the substrate. A while ago 
Malcolm Cook of the Bramalea Stamps club showed me some stamps issued 
in February 1971 in Bhutan using plastic as the substrate. The stamps were 
printed on plastic using four colour lithography. The individual stamps were 
then placed on hand engraved heat moulds and pressed into the desired three 
dimensional shape giving the appearance of a sculpture. See page 24 for the 
sample stamps. Bhutan has produced many unusual stamps over the years. 

These items from Spain and Bhutan are in fact three dimensional so the 
pictures of them in this article do not do justice to their appearance. 
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SAVE THE 2020 DATES 
Oshawa Auction dates:  

Sunda y  OCTOBER 18 t h  -  450  Lots  

Brookl in Action Dates:  
Tuesday NOVEMBER 17 t h  –  250  lots  

FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE: 
https://www.oshawawhitby-stamp-club.com/events/  

http://gtapa.org/events  
 

The GRVPA – GTAPA joint venture 

has been set for May 8th, 2021 at 

the Brampton Fairgrounds. 
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Mark Stelmacovich 
Ukrainian Collectibles Society (Toronto) 

sparky_s54@hotmail.com 
 

One of My Favourite New Covers 
First printed in Trident Visnyk, Newsletter of the Ukrainian Philatelic and Numismatic Society 
 

Upon nationhood 
at the beginning of 

January∙1992, 
Ukraine needed 
stamps right away, 
to satisfy the first of 
their new tariff fees 
schedule. They were 
now in a more open 
economic market 
compared to USSR 
controlled scales of 
economy, and as a 

result costs rose quite a bit. For example the cost of mailing a standard cover 
(≤ 20∙grams) at regular rate went from 5∙kopeks to 50∙kopiyoks. 

As an immediate response to these increases, USSR stamps remaining behind 
in Ukrainian post offices were revalued to the national standard, without 
overprint being required. Thus, 50∙kopeks = 50∙kopiyoks or 
0.50∙Karbovanets (Krb), 1∙Ruble = 1 Krb, and so on. The nation would allow 
this provisional situation until mid-November 1993 (probably the 15th). 

The first ‘Ukraine∙Post’ 
issues: Cossackdom & 

Emigration∙to∙Canada 
commemoratives, were 
not released until March 
1st. This meant that in 
terms of gummed 
stamps, you would not 
officially see a 
Ukrainian stamp on any 
mailed item for the first 
82 days of Ukraine’s 
new-found freedom1. 

(The tariff∙1 domestic stream lasted only 128 days.) Further, these were the 
only two issues released by Ukraine∙Post on time for tariff∙1 domestic use. 
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Yet, with initial 1990s fees for independent Ukraine covers at 50∙kopiyoks 
(postcards at 40k), one must ask why Ukraine’s very first modern-era national 
issues bore meaningless 15∙kopiyok (0.15Krb) face values. 

This math is what makes the illustrated cover (on next page) so meaningful 
to me, as a 1990s Ukrainian collector in general and provisionals exhibiter in 
specific. The cover is regular domestic mail posted May 4th 1992 (the last day 
for tariff∙1 domestic mail was May 9th), cities of Velyki∙Birky 
(Ternopil∙Oblast) to Kyiv (Kyiv∙Oblast). The Ukrainian 15∙kopiyok (0.15 
Krb) and USSR 35∙kopek (now 0.35 Krb) stamps met the required in∙era 0.50 
Krb fee. 

In terms of genre material covers, application of one 35k USSR stamp 
provisionally revalued to 0.35 Krb is the most ‘efficient’ value for 
provisionals-era domestic covers franking combinations during tariff∙1 that 
includes one of the two March 1st commemorative releases, since only a 
minimum two stamps would need to be applied (covers 35+15=50, post-
cards 25+15=40) in order to meet the exact required in∙era domestic fee. 

The vast 
majority of 
covers bear 
several 
nationally 
revalued 
gummed 
USSR 
stamps. 
However in 
this case, 
there are 
only two 
gummed 
stamps, one 

a provisional and the other one of Ukraine’s first two issues, and it looks 
like ‘real’ domestic mail rather than plastered mayhem!. This cover will 
replace one that is currently in my 1990s provisionals exhibit. 

 

1. From articles penned by Ingert Kuzych: i- Journal 62 page 60 endnote 1, 
“According to Viktor Mohylny, ‘Ukraine Overcomes Stamp Shortage’, 
Global Stamp News, May 1992, p. 42, at least one post office reportedly 
released some stamps prematurely in February when its stamp supply ran 
out.”; ii- Journal 65/66 page 65 endnote 1, two specific post offices are noted, 
Haisyn (Vinnitsia∙Oblast) February 11th Cossackdom, and Hlukhiv 
(Sumy∙Oblast) February 17th Emigration; this is why the word ‘officially’ (as 
in official issue date) is used in the noted sentence. 
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R P S C 
PHILATELIC RESEARCH 

FOUNDATION 
Collectors are encouraged to donate philatelic material to the RPSC 

Philatelic Research Foundation and receive a charitable donation 
receipt for the appraised Fair Market Value of the donation. 

 

We seek philatelic material valued from $500 or more. 
Donations can be postal history material, mint stamps, accumulations, 

country collections, bulk material or world-wide random collections. 
 

All material is appraised by a CSDA member. 
 

Funds and donations are used to educate young people by providing them with 
equipment, leadership, and materials. 

Assistance may also be provided for research activities & special 
programming. 

Cash donations are also welcome. 
 

Direct questions to Rodney Paige rpaige@sympatico.ca  
416-921-2073 or 905-687-0016 
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This list is updated based on information provided by the GTAPA Directors, from Clubs’ 
websites and from the Canadian Stamp News (www.canadianstampnews.com) EVENTS 

web page.  Email new Shows or Club Special Events to philajournal@gmail.com 

DUE TO THE UNCERTAINTY OF COVID-19 PANDEMIC SOME 2020 SHOWS ARE 
STILL NOT CANCELLED.  CHECK WITH ORGANISERS OR THE CANADIAN 

STAMP NEWS EVENTS SECTION BEFORE TRAVELLING. 

Sunday, October 4, 2020:   9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Mississauga’s Coin & Stamp Show sponsored by the Polish-Canadian Coin & Stamp 
Club “Troyak”:      Details & Dealer sign-up:   www.troyakclub.com  

Saturday, October 24, 10 am - 4 pm - Best Western Stamp Show - Best Western Hotel 
(Niagara Room), 2 North Service Rd., St. Catharines, ON, L2N 4G9 
Email: roystamp@cogeco.ca  Phone: 905-934-8377 

Sunday, November 1, 11:15 am – 4 pm.  Toronto Day of Aerophilately. 
Vincent Graves Greene Philatelic Research Foundation, 10 Summerhill Ave., Toronto, 
ON, M4T 1A8. Email: hargreavescp@sympatico.ca 

Saturday, November 14 - North Toronto Stamp Club Winter Bourse - Yorkminster Park 
Baptist Church, 1585 Yonge St., Toronto, ON, M4T 1Z9 
Web: http://www.northtorontostampclub.ca Phone: 647-990-4073 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Shown links are live so you can visit each show information from here. 
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Greater Toronto Area Philatelic Alliance 

CLUB DIRECTORY 
Clubs’ contact information change, always check for current on www.gtapa.org 

 

Ajax-Pickering Stamp Club     RPSC Chapter #163 
Meets the 2nd & 4th Thursdays of each month, 5 to 9 pm at Ajax Public Library on 
Harwood Road South (south of the 401).  Free parking and wheelchair accessibility 

Don Beaumont 905-426-3612 donaldbeaumont@yahoo.com 
Paul Delongchamp 905-430-2942 paul_delongchamp@hotmail.com 

 

Bramalea Stamp Club     RPSC Chapter #144 
Meets twice a month. On the 1st Sun. from 2 to 4 pm (October to June) and 
the 3rd Tue. from 7 to 9pm (year round) at Terry Miller Recreation Complex, 

Williams Parkway (between Dixie Rd and Bramalea Rd.), Brampton. 
Bob Thorne, FRPSC 905-792-3526 bobthorne70@gmail.com 

www.bramaleastampclub.org 

 

Fenelon Falls Stamp Club     RPSC Chapter #176 
Meets the 2nd Monday of each month (except Aug., Oct. and Dec.) at 7 pm in the 
Salvation Army Church, 42 Bond St. W. in Fenelon Falls (W. of Colbourne St.) 

Jim Breadner  jim_breadner@hotmail.com  
Yvan Racine  yvan_racine@yahoo.ca 

 

Georgian Bay Coin & Stamp Club    RPSC Chapter #168 

Wasaga Beach Chapter 

Meets the 3rd Thursday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at the Prime Time 
Club, 1724 Mosley Street in Wasaga Beach 

President: Jeff Wilson 902-488-7149  jeffery.wilson001@gmail.com 
George Potopnyk 705-429-4948 jpotopnyk@rogers.com 

Club mailing address: 212-39 St. South, Wasaga Beach ON. L9Z 1S3 
Ian McRuer (GTAPA Director) 705-445-8033  imcruer@gmail.com 

Midland Chapter 

Meets the 1st Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at the North Simcoe 
Sports & Recreation Centre, 527 Len Self Boulevard, Midland  

Bern Kramer 705-686-3830  bkramer@eastlink.ca 

 

Insurance & Banking Philatelic Society     RPSC Chapter #82 
Meets sporadically at the Lionel Collier's residence. 
Show and Tell is usually the focus of our meetings 

Best to contact Josh Hodgson at 416.267-6749 for the next meeting date and time. 
Jorge Montalvo 416-222-0408 montalvozj2@gmail.com 
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Kawartha Stamp Club, The       RPSC Chapter #58 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays each month 

Spring/Summer/Fall 5:50 to 8:00 pm.  Winter noon to 2:30 pm at 
270 Braidwood Avenue, Peterborough 

Alvin Gallay 705-741-1951  alvingallay@gmail.com 
http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/kawartha/program.htm 

 

Markham Stamp Club          Markhamstampclub@gmail.com 
Meets every 2nd and 4th Wednesday at the Markham Village Community Centre, 

6041 Hwy 7 (S-E corner of Hwy 7 and Markham Rd) from 10 am – 12 pm 
Communications Director:  Klaus Hintz, sojourner2@rogers.com 

Joe Than – Director 647-864-0358 
 

Mississauga Stamp Club       RPSC Chapter #67 

Name change from Credit Valley Stamp Club) 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month, 7 to 9 pm, Christ Church United, 
1700 Mazo Cr, Mississauga (1 block E of Clarkson Rd & 1 block S of Truscott) 

Ernest Ockenden 905-822-9363  etypeprinter@gmail.com 
 

Muskoka Stamp Club     RPSC Chapter #216 
Meets the 1st Wednesday at 7:30 to 9:00 pm in Bracebridge Public School, 

90 McMurray St., Bracebridge (except July & August – contact Larry). 
Larry Matthews 705-645-7527 muskokapost@gmail.com 

 

North Toronto Stamp Club        RPSC Chapter #5 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month (except July, Aug and Dec) at 

Yorkminster Park Baptist Church, 1585 Yonge Street 
Members begin arriving between 6:30 and 7:00pm 

Mattia Guida 647-990-4073  ntsc.programchair@gmail.com 
Bruce Philip  b.philipfca@yahoo.ca  

 

North York Philatelic Society 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month Sept to June from 6:00 to 9:00 pm 

at the Skaters’ Lounge at the Carnegie Centennial Arena, 580 Finch Avenue 
Lev Levner 647-859-9993; 416-665-7266 levatnyps@gmail.com 

Harvey Shuter 416-222-3408 333philex333@gmail.com 
Eddie Bromberg 905-881-4691 

https://sites.google.com/site/northyorkphilatelicsociety/ 
 

Oshawa/Whitby/Brooklin Stamp Groups   RPSC Chapter #230 
www.oshawawhitby-stamp-club.com 

Oshawa - Fridays 10:15 to 12:15. Legends Comm. Centre 1661 Harmony Rd. N.  
Info: Larry Friend 905-666-7696, lfriend@sympatico.ca  |  Whitby - Mondays 

9:00 to 11:30am. Whitby Seniors Building, 801 Brock St.  Info: Jim Stevenson 905-
576-4449  |  Brooklin - Tuesdays 5:00 to 8:00pm. Brooklin Comm. Centre,        

8 Vipond Rd.  Info: David Best 905-263-2216, davidbest1953@gmail.com 
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Polish-Canadian Coin & Stamp Club “Troyak”   RPSC Ch.#240 
Meets on the last Sunday of each month, except holidays, at 4:30 pm 
John Paul II Polish Cultural Centre, 4300 Cawthra Rd., Mississauga 

Contact: Tom Malicki 905-281-0000  tom.malicki@gmail.com 
info@troyakclub.com  www.troyakclub.com 

 

Scarborough Stamp Club     RPSC Chapter #223 
Meets 3rd Tue. each month (except July & August) at Cedarbrook Comm. Centre, 

RM 1 & 2 on main floor.  91 East Park Blvd. (near Markham and Lawrence). 
Doug Cockburn 4l6-757-4072; Ron Dell’Agnese rdellagnese@rogers.com 

 

Scouts on Stamps Society International  RPSC Chapter # 242 

SOSSI, Maple Leaf Chapter 
Meets on 3rd Sunday of the month from Sept to May at 2:00 pm (coffee/cookies at 

1:30 pm) in Toronto and South Western Ontario. 
To attend call Tony to confirm date, times and actual location. 

Tony Manson 416-447-4281  tony.manson@sympatico.ca. 
 

Toronto Stamp Collectors’ Club   RPSC Chapter # 238 
Meets on the 2nd Tuesday of every month (except July and Aug) at 

the V G Greene Foundation, 10 Summerhill Avenue. 
Members gather at 6:30 pm for a program commencing at 7:00 pm 

Mike Graf 416-534-6936  graf20003@yahoo.ca 
 

Trenton Stamp Club       RPSC Chapter # 89 
Meets on 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, monthly 6:30 to 8:30 pm at 

105 Seniors Centre, 61 Bay St., Trenton. 
Peter Koenig 905-373-0806   peter.koenig@sympatico.ca 

Bill Ferguson 613-398-1152  wilabetgg@gmail.com 
 

Ukrainian Collectibles Society (Toronto)   RPSC Chapter #228 
Chapter of the Ukrainian Philatelic and Numismatic Society 

Meets on the 1st Monday of every month at 7 pm (except July and August) at 
Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian Centre, 482 Horner Avenue, Etobicoke 

Jerry Kalyn 416-251-6898  ucst@upns.org 
 

West Toronto Stamp Club       RPSC Chapter #14 
Meets on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Tuesdays from Sept to June at 7:00 pm in 

Fairfield Senior Centre, 60 Lothian Avenue, Etobicoke 
1st Tuesday is the Learning Workshop. 

Regular meetings on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays feature auctions; 
3rd Tuesday is the Discussion Group. 

Sid Mensinga 416-621-9137   sidmensinga@gmail.com 
Garfield Portch, FRPSC 416-239-0623 garfield.portch@gmail.com 
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THIS SPACE CAN BE YOUR FOR $5/ISSUE 

CONTACT: 

Larry Friend lfriend@sympatico.ca 905-666-7696 

 
 

 

CHILDREN’S STAMP CAMPS 
Donations of stamps, albums, stock books, journals needed 

Mark Armstrong P.O. Box 7 Manilla, ON, K0M 2J0 
Call 705-357-3487  msaphilatelicstudio@msn.com 

 

 

WANTED 

Older Ontario Agriculture College Covers after it became OAC. 

It originated in the Toronto Normal School in the Laboratories. 

It tied into the U of G in 1964 - could be a few covers with the U of T. 

Please contact David at davidbest1953@gmail.com  

 

WANTED: 
Any reasonably priced Philatelic material on 

Amelia Earhart for a display. 
George Potopnyk @ 705-429-4948 or jpotopnyk@rogers.com  

 
 

PRIVATE COLLECTOR… Buying items with: 

#E3 1927 Canada Special Delivery issue on covers, FDCs, proofs, 

SON single cancels, postal mail, parcel tags, imperfs and multiples. 

Also collecting Canada Oval Parcel Cancels. 

Please send photos with descriptions to: 

Norbert Hobrath,  nhobrath@hobrath.com 

Or call 440-212-3520. 

Zeppelin Stamps and Literature Wanted 
Buying worldwide zeppelin stamps and philatelic 

literature on zeppelins. 
Seeking 2003 copy of Michel Specialized Zeppelin 

Catalogue.  Printed in English. 
 

Oliver Pastinak at opastinak@cogeco.ca or 705.749.0454 

OLYMPIC COLLECTIONS WANTED 

Buy, Sell, Trade Olympic Stamps and 

Souvenir Sheets… 
 

Contact Bruce at  scaleback9@gmail.com 
 



PhilaJournal     Fall 2020 

Page 33 

 

FREE BUDGET CLASSIFIED ADS 
Few simple rules: Each Ad will be published in two concecutive issues, marked by (1) or (2), 
and then removed unless the owner requests continuation for additional 2 issues. To keep the 
ad intersting I suggest updating them based on feedback received. Each club member can put 
in up to 5 ads per issue. No professional dealers please. Ads will be printed as received. 
Maximum 5 lines. No colour, bold font, pictures or other fancy stuff. For that we offer the 
Classified ads section at $5/ad (see page 32). 

Please send your requests to the Editor: philajournal@gmail.com. 

FOR SALE: Used on piece Canada #459bpii, 6 cent orange centennial, 
W2B, on HB paper. 2 available with VGG certificates. 
RARE!  $300 each FIRM. Email Ted ck6187@yahoo.ca       (1) 

Freedom from Hunger and the French civic heraldry of France - I am 
looking for stamps, private mail, covers and historical information. 
Please contact Leonard Hill at hillleonard1964@gmail.com        (1) 

Freedom from Hunger and the civic heraldry from Israel - I am looking 
for stamps, private mail, covers and historical information. 
Please contact Leonard Hill at hillleonard1964@gmail.com        (1) 

Heraldry of Jersey - I am looking for stamps, private mail, covers and 
historical information. 
Please contact Leonard Hill at hillleonard1964@gmail.com        (1) 

Large assortment of Swiss stamps. Many full sheets, ½ sheets, plate 
blocks, & blocks. Some are CTO with a beautiful Berne cancellation.  
Mainly from the mid-60's & up. Send me your “want list”. 
Email George at jpotopnyk@rogers.com           (1) 

I collect Iceland, Greenland, Aland, GB and Israel. 
Have hundreds spare MNH and used from these countries. 
Contact: Canada2007canada@yahoo.ca           (1) 

Selling Canadian mint sheets. Various items from 1927 to 1947; 
1947 to 1966 - most sheets are with different corners and plate #’s; 
1966 to early 1990’s – 43 cent issues - every issue. 
Contact Norm Pemberton at normpem@yahoo.com         (1) 

NEWFOUNDLAND – Buying recent covers with these slogans: 
 1. Thanks to Health Care Workers (May to July 2020) 
 2. Official Languages Act (September 2019) 
Have other provinces to trade.   Contact Bob (Bramalea Club) 
at bobthorne70@gmail.com or phone 905-792-3526        (1) 
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FREE to a good home. Two exhibit frames for 16 page exhibits. A must 
for those exhibiting or for a Club. Frames are 38"W by 49"H. 
Call Don Hedger (416) 621-9982 to arrange pick up or delivery in 
Toronto.  Tripod doesn't come with them & is extra        (1) 

The General Government (German: Generalgouvernement, Polish: Generalne 
Gubernatorstwo, in German occupied Poland (1939-1945). Looking for 
postal history – personal or philatelic covers and cancellations; research 
materials, full or partial sheets. Contact polwiz@gmail.com        (1) 

Polish soldiers interned in Switzerland in 1940 – 1945. Looking for 
philatelic and personal postal history, information about the camp life and 
the internees. Contact polwiz@gmail.com          (1) 

FOR SALE: Polish Stamps Catalogue by Fischer 2020 Vol.I – Pre-stamp 
era to 2019 with German and English explanations. Showing every stamp, 
write-up on every know variety. Must have if studying Poland. Deliery or 
pick-up available.  $50 CAD FIRM. Contact polwiz@gmail.com        (1) 

FOR SALE: Polish SPECIALIZED Stamp Catalogue by Fischer 2016, 
Vol.II – Perhaps the last issue of this special catalogue. Sold out in 
Poland. Military posts, POW camps, local town posts, plebistites, Gdansk, 
Airmails, GG and more… German and English explanations. Deliery or 
pick-up available. $50 CAD FIRM. Contact polwiz@gmail.com        (1) 

FOR SALE: Catalogue “Polish Postal & Commemorative Service in G.B. 

1941 – 2003” by A.J.M.Tutak(†). This is the ONLY reference ever written 
on subject of G.B. Polonica (Polish related postal items issued in Great 
Britain). 260 richly illustrated pages. Starts with the Polish Gov.’t in Exile, 
London issue. $30 CAD FIRM (orig.$45) Contact polwiz@gmail.com  (1) 

NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


