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On 15 March 2019, UNPA issued three definitive stamps 
on the topics of “Stop Sexual Exploitation and Abuse”, 
“Gender Equality” and “Migration”. 



 

 

North Toronto Stamp Club 
Royal Chapter #5    Member of GTAPA 

Yorkminster Park Baptist Church 
1585 Yonge Street, Toronto 

2019 SUMMER BOURSE 

Saturday, June 8 
10 am to 4 pm FREE ADMISSION 

 

2019 AUTUMN BOURSE 

Saturday, September 14 
10 am to 4 pm FREE ADMISSION 

 

LIVE FLOOR AUCTION 

Thursday, October 24, 2019 
 

For information Matt at 647-990-4073 

Email: ntsc.programchair@gmail.com 

DIRECTIONS 
Yorkminster Park Baptist Church is one block north 

of St. Clair Avenue on the east side of Yonge Street 

There is subway access from the St. Clair station 

Free parking at the church is limited 

City Parking (Green P) is available on Alvin Ave. 

 One block east, for a fee. 

Website: www.northtorontostampclub.ca  
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THE GREATER TORONTO AREA 

PHILATELIC ALLIANCE MEMBER CLUBS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

OFFICERS 

President Larry Friend 

Vice President David Best 

Secretary Tony Manson 

Treasurer Tom Malicki 

Past President Peter Butler, FRPSC 

DIRECTORS 
See the Club Directories for Directors and contact information. 

MEETINGS 
Directors meet monthly on the fourth Wednesday at the Vincent Graves 

Greene Philatelic Research Foundation on 10 Summerhill Avenue, Toronto, 
M4T 1A8.  Visitors Welcome 

 
The PhilaJournal (ISSN 1718-2387) is published quarterly by GTAPA and is distributed free of charge 
to Member Clubs to make available to their members and guests. 

-  Printed by Nova Printing, Mississauga, ON.  Copyright 2019.  Check www.gtapa.org for back issues. 

-  Opinions and views expressed in the PhilaJournals are those of the writers only and are not necessarily 
endorsed by the GTAPA and its Officers or Directors. 

-  Some names and images may be trademarks or registered trademarks, and are used only for identification 
and explanation, without intent to infringe or break any copyright laws.  Every effort is taken to ensure 
accuracy, but The PhilaJournal cannot be responsible for the accuracy of any information printed herein. 

-  Any portion of this publication may be reproduced without prior consent, provided credit is given. 

1. Ajax-Pickering Stamp Club  

2. Barrie District Stamp Club 

3. Bramalea Stamp Club 

4. Credit Valley Stamp Club 

5. Fenelon Falls Stamp Club 

6. Georgian Bay Coin & Stamp Club 

7. Kawartha Stamp Club 

8. Insurance & Banking Philatelic Society 

9. Markham Stamp Club 

10. Muskoka Stamp Club 

11. North Toronto Stamp Club 

12. North York Philatelic Society 

13. Oshawa Whitby Brooklin Stamp Groups 

14. Polish-Canadian Coin & Stamp Club 

15. Scarborough Stamp Club 

16. Scouts on Stamps Society International (SOSSI) 

17. Toronto Stamp Collectors’ Club 

18. Trenton Stamp Club 

19. Ukrainian Collectibles Society (Toronto) 

20. West Toronto Stamp Club 

 

 

ATA Chapter #109.  
 

RPSC Affiliate #4. 
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The Editor’s Contribution 
Tom Malicki 

philajournal@gmail.com 
 

PhilaJournal Summer 2019 issue notes… 
 

This summer issue took a bit longer to assemble.  I actually ended up with 
surplus material… which means I have some articles for the fall issue.  Thank 
you all that contributed. 

Here I need to bring your attention to article spanning four pages “The 
Enigma of Cover Collecting”.  It is a PhilaJournal debut of John D. Brown 
from Georgian Bay Coin & Stamp Club.  The submitted original would take 
up half of the PJ, so I used my licence to shorten it and highlight the Bletchley 
Park covers.  Hope John does not mind.  The Georgian Bay Coin & Stamp 
Club has been very prolific in submitting articles – thank you all, keep them 
coming! 

In last issue I asked about few philatelic “logistics”, those topics are still open: 
“…Does anyone have a sure way to soak stamps off?  A special way to sort 
all of those definitive stamps in the banker box?...” 

Check out the table praising all OUR ADVERTISERS and their ADs, 
without whom we would not be able to produce this quality magazine.  Table 
is sorted in an alphabetical order with page numbers pointing to the ad’s 
location. 

I also received a lot of material and suggestions from Nick Fillmore, a 
freelance journalist.  This story and the cover are from him. 

 

On the cover by Nick Fillmore of the North Toronto Stamp Club. 
New UN stamps address world social issues: 
The United Nations Postal Administration has issued stamps to raise 
awareness about three serious social problems facing the world today: sexual 
exploitation and abuse; gender equality; and the world migration crisis. 
“No institution is immune to the problem of sexual exploitation and abuse,” 
says the UN.  And gender equality is a fundamental human right; and the 
record-breaking numbers of people fleeting conflict and persecution needs 
attention.  Link: https://unstamps.org/shop/2019-definitives/ 
 
UN Stamps address: UN Stamps, GA-045, 801 - 1st Avenue, New York, NY 
10017, United States.   
 
(Nick rewrite from news release) 
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NEWS from Harry Sutherland Library by Kathy Hartley 

 

The Harry Sutherland Library at the Vincent Graves Greene Philatelic 
Research Foundation regular opening hours are Monday through Thursday 
from 10 to 4.  Extended Hours in June: 
Saturday: *June 8th 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday: *June 26th 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
*To coincide with the NTSC Bourse up the street. Check website. 

Sign up for our Friends of the Harry Sutherland Newsletter and receive the 

latest updates.  Email: library@greenefoundation.ca or call (416) 921-2073.  

Our library catalogue is searchable via www.greenefoundation.ca.  Address: 

10 SUMMERHILL AVENUE, Toronto– just north of SUMMERHILL 

SUBWAY STATION – door code 1010 
 

YOU are cordially invited to pick a philatelic librarian’s brain! 
Scott Tiffney from the American Philatelic Research Library in 
Bellefonte PA, and Kathy Hartley from Toronto’s Harry Sutherland 
Philatelic Library will be welcoming your questions during the 2019 
Royal in Mississauga on Saturday June 22nd.  Drop by our table, ask us 
your questions and take our online library catalogues for a spin. 

There might even be prizes! 
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The President’s Viewpoint 
Larry Friend 

lfriend@sympatico.ca 
 

Donating your stamp collection . . . 
 

There are, of course, many choices! 

To refresh your memory about The Royal Philatelic Society of Canada 
(RPSC) Foundation (see ad with contact information on page 26) collectors 
or family members can donate their collection or philatelic material to the 
RPSC Foundation for a Charitable Tax Receipt. 

The receipt is based on the fair market value of the collection, which is 
appraised by a Canadian Stamp Dealers' Association (CSDA) member.  The 
Dealer signs an appraisal form, with a small description of the lot, which is 
given to me with the collection.  RPSC National Office keeps a copy of the 
appraisal information. 

The collection is then passed on to me as the RPSC broker to sell.  The 
proceeds go to the RPSC, the donator of course gets the Charitable Donation 
slip. 

If there is good value – I usually lot the collection to place it in an auction or 
sell selected items to people whose want lists I hold.  The collection is sold 
within a two-month period to achieve best results for all. 

Of course - a collection of low value can be donated to one of our youth 
Stamp Groups – in which case we ask the youth group to send a thank you 
letter.  There is no Charitable Tax slip in this case.  Contact the National 
Office for more information. 

Last year, of the 105 collections I sold privately, 10 such collections were 
donated to youth programs.  Also, bulk portions of collections, private and 
RPSC donated items, have been donated to the youth. 

CSDA - www.csdaonline.com 

RPSC - www.rpsc.org 
See ESTATE PLANNING AND ADVICE for more information. Further 
inquiries may be directed to the National Office at: 416-921-2077 or 1 888 -
285-4143 or e-mail info@rpsc.org. 

In some cases, stamp collectors donate their stamps to the club(s) they are 
members or past members of.  There we be no tax slip in this case either. 

Please put a contact name with your collection so family members will know 
who to contact when a collection is to be passed on. 

Ed.: Best is to just tell your family what you want done with the collection 
and add that info to the Will. 



We can sell your 

Canadian or foreign 

Cover & Stamp collections 

on consignment 

for the nominal fee of 10% 

No collection too small 

Cash advances available 
(Please enquire before forwarding material) 

R. F. (Hank) NARBONNE 
FRPSC, OTB 

 

Telephone: 613-257-5453 

Toll-free: 1-800-247-5619 
 

GREENWOOD STAMP COMPANY 
SINCE 1962 

 

136 Morphy Street 

Carleton Place, 

Ontario 
K7C 2B4 
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Jerry Piotrowski 
Bramalea Stamp Club 

jerrypiotrowski74@hotmail.com 
 

Unusual Postage Stamps 
 

I remember that many years ago as a young stamp collector I bought a couple 
of what I considered then as unusual stamps.  They were not of the usual 
rectangular design but were triangle shaped.  Several such items remain in my 
old spring back album from that time, triangle stamps from Monaco, 
Mongolia and San Marino.  Many stamp issuing countries have issued such 
three sided stamps but with many newer issues being die cut there is an 
abundance of shaped stamps. 

My current favourite shaped stamps are 
the die cut issues of Norfolk Island 
which issued several sets in the shape of 
the outline of the island itself.  

Beer loving stamp 
collectors might be 
interested in a stamp 
in the shape of a beer 
bottle issued by the 
Philippines in 
September 2015 celebrating the 125th anniversary of the 
San Miguel Brewery. 

 

Another stamp in the shape of a 
bottle is a January 2000 issue from 
Trinidad and Tobago showing a 
bottle of Angostura Bitters. 

 

 

While I have been 
unable to find a stamp 
in the shape of a 
drinking glass (for the 
beer) I did find New 
Zealand Stamps of 
2005 in the shape of tea 
cups. 
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Jerry Piotrowski 
Bramalea Stamp Club 

jerrypiotrowski74@hotmail.com 
 

School Stamp Presentation 
 

On April 4th members of the Bramalea Stamp Club again presented the 

“What is a stamp? And why do we collect stamps?”  slide show to over 200 

grade 7 and 8 students at Gordon Graydon Senior Public School in 

Brampton.  The club has been doing these presentations since 2016. 

This year something new was done.  While the grade 8 students saw the slide 

presentation and the interactive parts of it, the Grade 7 students viewed an 

abbreviated version before working on an assigned task.  Students were given 

a tub of stamps from which they were told to select 4 stamps, affix them to 

a prepared sheet and note the country of origin, describe the design and 

indicate the currency used.  The students worked in small groups while Ingo 

Nessel, Bob Thorne and Jerry Piotrowski of the Bramalea club circulated 

among the groups and encouraged them and helped when needed.  Another 

presentation will be done at Southfields Village Public School in the near 

future. 

Teacher Andrew Kinal at Gordon Graydon School is in the process of 

starting a lunchtime stamp club at the school. 

1.  Jerry Piotrowski listens while Ingo Nessel presents the power point slide program to the grade 8 students 

2.  Ingo Nessel and Bob Thorne help a group of grade 7 students with their assignment. 
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Larry Friend 
lfriend@sympatico.ca 

 

Fantastic story of a request for info about a cover! 

It started with a cancellation question from Norbert Hobrath, a USA 
subscriber to PhilaJournal, who asked Larry Friend about a June 29, 1927 
First Day Cover with a Toronto CDS (circular date stamp cancel) from the 
House of Assembly addressed to a W. E. Marley. 

Larry then sent the request to 
Kathy Hartley, Reference 
Librarian at the Vincent 
Graves Greene Philatelic 
Research Foundation in 
Toronto who, upon its receipt 
forwarded the request to an 
avid philatelist Don Hedger 
from the West Toronto Stamp 
Club for his opinion. 

Why Don? It turns out Don is the grandson of W. E. Marley! And W. E. 
Marley was the owner of the Toronto stamp shop “Harbord Stamp & Coin”, 
located on Harbord Street along with his son (and Don’s uncle) H.S. Marley. 

As to how this cover came to be, we learned that 
W. E. Marley was also employed as a decorator 
at the Queen's Park buildings, including the main 
Legislative Assembly building, and did painting, 
refinishing wood, repairing plaster, etc. 

He was familiar with all departments of the 
Government and most importantly all the people 
handling the mail.  Back then there were literally 
pounds of mail received each day and he would 
pick up the discards from the various 
departments.  

So, regarding the provenance of the cover shown in this article, W. E. used 
the postal facilities of the Province (hence the "House of Assembly" cancel) 
on mail sent to himself.  This was unusual as most mail posted from the 
House of Assembly postal station would have likely been only for 
government business… not personal usage.  So W. E. was able to stock 
Harbord Stamp & Coin with plenty of stamps and covers gleaned from all 
offices in the Provincial buildings, complementing his other personal life-
long collection of stamps at the store.            Continues on Page 11 

Picture 1.  Cover owned by Norbert Hobrah 

Picture 2.  W. E. Marley 
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Associate Portfolio Manager 
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…Continues from pg.9 
 

What started out with a simple research request… turned into a wonderful 
project involving a number of caring people engaged in the philatelic 
community.  Thanks to all involved! 

Two more examples of W. E. Marley’s correspondence: 

Picture 4.  A cover to a customer 

Picture 1. The cover is franked with the 1927 Scott #143 
Confederation Issue.  The back of the cover is blank.  The Toronto House 
of Assembly CDS cancel from June 29th at 10:30am shows stamp’s first day 
of issue. 

Picture 1.  USC #231 to #233 on First Day of Issue April 1, 1937 
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Focus on Italy 
Ron Dell'Agnese 

rdellagnese@rogers.com 
 

Italy's First Commemorative Stamps 
 

All the stamps issued by Italy, as well as the earlier states, were considered 
definitive stamps, as they were not issued for any specific reason other than 
to provide for postage for letters and parcels. 

In 1911 a series of four stamps were issued, two to commemorate the 
liberation of Sicily and two for the southern plebiscite of 1860 which voted 
for unity with Italy under the House of Savoy. 

The first set of two portrays 
Giuseppe Garibaldi who was 
responsible for Italian 
unification and the creation of 
the Kingdom of Italy. 

 

 

 

The second set of two shows Vittorio Emmanuel who 
was the first King of united Italy. 

Many issues of Italian stamps were sold at a premium, 
primarily for the higher denomination stamps (many 
of these are listed in Scott as "B" numbers), but the 
first few commemoratives did not show the premium.  
These first stamps were sold at 5 centesemi each above 
face value for the benefit of the anniversary 
committee.  The stamps were valid only on mail to 
addresses within the Kingdom of Italy, and were valid 
for only a few months after issue. 

Another method Italy used to raise funds for charities 
was to give the charity a number of stamps free (in 
some cases 50 percent of the stamps) and let the 
charity sell those stamps for their own benefit.  Unfortunately this did not sit 
well with stamp collectors as the value of those stamps remained stagnant for 
years. 

The first two sets of Italian commemoratives are prized stamps.  The 
Garibaldi set catalogues for about $80 mint or used.  The Emmanuel set 
catalogues at about $400 mint and $300 used. 

These stamps are often found in auction catalogues. 
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WANTED 
World Wide Covers – (old envelopes) 

Postal Stationary – Old Documents, 
Stamps – China and Early Hong Kong,  

World Wide Collections 
COVERS ONLY 

Peter Lim Swee Beng 
Tel: 416-417-1807   Email: cyberstamps@hotmail.com 

 

COBOURG STAMP CLUB 
Celebrating 50 years 

 

SHOW AND SALE - COPEX 2019 
 

Saturday, September 28th 2019 – 9 am to 3 pm 
 

Salvation Army Citadel – 59 Ballantine St. Cobourg 
 

Eight dealers with wide variety of stamps 
Members Stamp Displays – Club & Consignment Sale 
Free admission – Food Court – Door Prizes 

 

Directions from 401 exit #474 south on County Rd 45 (Division St.)  

Approx. 1.3 km. (Just past Chrysler dealership) then right on Ballantine St. 

For info – please call 289-2514544 or 905-885-2697 
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Mattia Guida 
The North Toronto Stamp Club 

stampsofitaly@yahoo.ca 
 

A letter from Castellorizzo 
 

This island with many names (Castellorizzo, Kastellorizo, Castelrosso, 
Chateau Rouge, or Meis etc.) is situated near the Turkish coast (it is only 2 
km. from Turkey) and is very small (about 12 square kilometers with a 
population of about 500 people – but it had reached a peak of over 10,000 
people about a century ago.  Many of its inhabitants have immigrated to 
Australia where they are known with the nickname of “kazzies”).  It is the 
major island of a small archipelago and, as the other islands of Ro, Strongyli, 
Kalamaki, Volos etc. are all much smaller, it ended up with the official name 
of Megisti (the biggest) which does not really suit its size. 

The island has had a particular strategic importance during the Balkan Wars 
and WWI because of its proximity to the Turkish Coast; however very few 
people would have ever heard of this island if it had not been for the 1991 
movie “Mediterraneo”, which was set and filmed in Castellorizo.  Now the 
island has become a popular tourist destination and its population grows 
significantly during the peak season. 

The stamps of Castellorizo originate from the 1912 events when Italy 
declared war to Turkey and annexed Rodi and other 11 Aegean islands.  The 
population of Castellorizo rebelled against the Turks and asked to be annexed 
to Italy but the Italian Admiral refused, probably because of the difficulties 
of protecting the island from a Turkish invasion due to the proximity to the 
Turkish coast.  The island subsequently crossed two years of political unrest 
and some sort of independence until December 24, 1915, when the French 
fleet entered the port of Megisti and took possession of the island.  In the 
first five years of occupation, the French used French or French–Levant 
stamps with no overprint (letters from this period are very rare).  Then, in 
1920, the lieutenant of the ship Terme, who was also the military Governor 
of the island, took the decision to overprint the stamps of the French Offices 

in Turkey with the inscription “BNF (Base 
Navale Francaise) Castellorizo”.  At the end of 
1920, a third issue of six stamps took place by 
overprinting normal French stamps with “OF 
(Occupation Francaise) Castellorizo.”  These 
three sets of 38 stamps all had a very short 
lifespan, as in August 1921, France handed over 
the control of the island to the Italian Fleet.  This 
explains why the Mint Never Hinged collection 
of these 38 stamps is worth largely over $ 10,000. 
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On March 1, 1922, the Italian post office was opened on the island, and for 
4 months, it used Italian stamps with two different cancels: “Castellorizo 
Poste Italiane” and “Castellorizo Isola.” 

 

On July 11, 1922 the first issue of overprinted Italian stamps took place.  It 
was a set of nine Italian stamps overprinted Castelrosso which were later 
replaced by a set of five stamps reproducing a map of the island in 1923. 
Three other sets of stamps were issued in the following years; in total, 39 
stamps were issued between 1922 and 1932. 

Castellorizo or Castelrosso remained as part of the Italian 
Dodecannese (the 12 islands) until 1943, when it was 
occupied by the British Army and started using the MEF 
stamps. 

According to the Paris treaty of February 1947, the 
Dodecannese and Castellorizo had to be returned to 
Greece, but the official ratification of the peace 
agreements only took place in 1948.  In the meantime, the 
islands were put under Greek military administration, and 

they started using the Greek stamps overprinted SDD (Stratiotiki Diikisi 
Dodekanisu).  As the islands were still using the lira as their official currency, 
and the stamps were issued in drachmas, they were subject to a fix exchange 
rate of 20 drachmas for one lira.  On April 7, 1948 the islands officially 
became part of the Greek territory and started using normal Greek stamps. 
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FENELON STAMP CLUB 

Annual Show and Sale 

FENPEX 35 
Saturday, August 10th 2019 

9:30 am - 3:30 pm 

FENELON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
2255 Elm Tree Rd. CAMBRAY, Ontario 

8 dealers – Silent Auction – Club Sales - Draws - 5 and 

10 cent table - Food Court - Free Admission & Parking 
 

Contact info – Jim Breadner -705-340-8575 

jim_breadner@hotmail.com 

 
 

Postal Covers Wanted  

Stamps:   
Government of India

Telegraph Stamps - 1881 Provisionals - for 1, 3 & 4 Anna only 
(like image shown above) 

 

Contact - Denzil by email at fernandesdenzil11@gmail.com 
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John D. Brown 
Georgian Bay Coin & Stamp Club 

brownkyllo@aol.com 
 

The Enigma of Cover Collecting 
 

My story starts back at the beginning of WWII when the British Army were 
recruiting soldiers... and assets.  My father was a tool and die machinist who 
was only 19 at the start of the war. 

He thought he would be called up but received a notice that his work at the 
Tabulating Co. (“The Tab”) was essential to the war effort and he was being 
asked to continue to work there, which he did until he retired in 1982. 

I now jump forward to 1995 and this becomes significant to my story because 
this was when the British Government declassified papers previously held 
under national secret acts releasing WWII documents. 

As a result of this a local Hertfordshire community newspaper found out that 
persons who had been employed at the “Tab” had (unknowingly) been 
involved with the deciphering of the Enigma code. 

The work involved manufacturing parts for a new type of mechanical 
computer being invented to break cipher codes... aka the ‘Bombe”.  In the 
article it stated that the conduit (contact between the Tabulating Co. and 
Bletchley Park “B.P.”) was a man named Harold “Doc” Keen.  During the 
period of 1941 to 44 my father worked for a man who was known as the 
“Doc”.  This was the man that came weekly to provide my father with 
drawings to make parts for the “Bombe”.  At no time did my father 
understand he was making parts… 

Continues on page 21… 

Picture 1.  Bletchley Victorian Manor Post Office FDC 



…continued from page 20 
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for B.P.  Nobody knew the code -breaking operation even existed, it was 
very, very top secret, the assets being Alan Turing, Gordon Welchman, Hugh 
Alexander, Stuart Milner-Barry and Tommy Flower (Colossus designer). 

When I visited with my father in 1995 he told me about the article and asked 
whether I would be interested to visit Bletchley Park with him next time we 
were over.  I jumped at the invite and we drove there to see what was still 
there in 1996.  In one of the annex units (known as Nissen huts) there was a 
recreated “Bombe”, the deciphering machine built to break the enigma code.  
My father could identify some of the parts on the “Bombe” that he 
remembered machining to give to “Doc” Keen.  The parts of the jig-saw 
were falling into place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 2.  Submarine B.P. PO FDC 

Continues on Page 24 

Picture 1.  Alan Turing's Bombe B.P. PO FDC 
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Scouts on Stamps 
Tony Manson 

tony.manson@sympatico.ca 
 

Greetings from Scout Lake, Saskatchewan! 
 

I bid on the postcard below on EBay, partly because of the name “Scout 
Lake”.  I knew it had no connection to Scouts Canada or boy scouting, but 
the card looked interesting.  It is a color postcard with four scenes from 
Assiniboia.  On the back is a large handstamp “Scout Lake, Sask.”, a clear 
split ring Scout Lake, Sask. Jun 11, 65 cancel, and a straight line marking over 
the stamp. 

 

What makes it also interesting is the narrative written by Mrs. L. Fafard: 
… “I’m also postmistress of a small hamlet 45 patrons, 20 miles south of Assiniboia, 
and have been for 20 years also.  But will retire soon as I’m nearing the retiring age.” 
 

In 1925 a French settler established a general 
store called Coutu. It served also as a post 
office looking after the mail coming every 
two weeks by horse and buggy carrier from 
Moose Jaw, until the CPR came through 
town to deliver the mail.  A fire destroyed the 
Coutu store and post office, and finally a Co-
Op general store opened to also serve as a 

post office.  The 2006 Census listed the population of Scout Lake as 20.  In 
December 2017, the Co-Op store closed along with the post office, leaving 
Scout Lake as another unofficial Saskatchewan “Ghost Town”. 



…continued from page 21 
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For those not familiar with the story of Bletchley Park, historians now 
recognize that the one single action that allowed the Allies to win the 
war in the European theatre was the ability of the secret service to 
break the Enigma code.  Until it was broken German U boat 
submarines ruled the waves, especially in the Atlantic Ocean.  By 
breaking the code the naval allies, were able to see where the U Boat 
wolf packs were targeting, thereby allowing the ally convoys  to take 
diversionary action.  This was essential to the war effort to maintain 
supplies to the military and to those in un-occupied countries, where 
food and materials were essential for the continuing war effort. 

Bletchley Park is a very old 
Victorian Estate House set in 
55 acres of grounds, situated 
in Buckinghamshire.  It was 
an ideal site to set-up a secret 
code breaking operation.  
The estate was near a railway 
line with good access by rail 
to London, which is 

northwest some 50 miles away.  At its height Bletchley had 12,000 
people working in three shifts, with 75% being female operators. 

Picture 1.  Coders Bus B.P. PO FDC 

While I was walking around with my father during our visit to Bletchley 
I noticed a small shop attached to the main house.  On entering the 
shop I found a war time venue Post Office set out with memorabilia 
from WWII.  In the early war years the Post Office building had… 



…continued from page 24 
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operated as a grocery and tuck shop.  Then In 1947 the British General 
Post Office (GPO) opened a sub-post office in the tiny building 
attached to Bletchley Park.  While looking around I was welcomed by 

the curator, a Mr. John Chapman.  He showed me his efforts to raise 
funds to keep the Post Office and B.P. as a historical treasure.  One of 
his efforts was to arrange the manufacture of First Day Covers (shown 
here in this article).  The Bletchley Park Post Office issued limited 
editions of FDC’s, some signed by those still alive and who had worked 
at B.P. in code breaking.  These FDCs stimulated my dormant interest 
in stamps and covers and brought back to life an interest forgotten 
since childhood...  The little post office grew into the gift shop.  This 
little post office became the birthplace for the respected publishing of 
limited edition FDCs for collectors around the world with some worth 
anywhere from £150 to £450 GB pounds in the secondary market. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Cover released by B.P. PO for 
the issue of G.B. D-Day stamps on  
6 May 1994 (50th Anniversary) 
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R P S C 
PHILATELIC RESEARCH 

FOUNDATION 
Collectors are encouraged to donate philatelic material to the RPSC 

Philatelic Research Foundation and receive a charitable donation 
receipt for the appraised Fair Market Value of the donation. 

 

We seek philatelic material valued from $500 or more. 
Donations can be postal history material, mint stamps, accumulations, 

country collections, bulk material or world-wide random collections. 
 

All material is appraised by a CSDA member. 
 

Funds and donations are used to educate young people by providing them with 
equipment, leadership, and materials. 

Assistance may also be provided for research activities & special 
programming. 

Cash donations are also welcome. 
 

Direct questions to Rodney Paige rpaige@sympatico.ca 
416-921-2073 or 905-687-0016 
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ALBUM CLOSED 
 

As in previous issues we are paying special tribute to those that have passed 
on and their albums are closed. 
 

 

HUGHES, Bruce Alfred - Passed away 
peacefully on Tuesday, March 26, 2019.  Bruce 
was a Past-President of the Muskoka Stamp 
Club which he joined after retiring to Port 
Sydney in the year 2000.  After a few years, he 
became President of the club for many years and 
ran a large Stamp Show yearly in Bracebridge 
until he became ill.  He was a dedicated 
philatelist and a very active club member and 

organizer. 
 

 
LAKER, Robert "Bob" Edwin – Passed away peacefully, at the 
Mississauga Hospital, on Thursday, February 28, 2019.  Beloved husband of 
Eileen Laker... Former Canada Life employee and longtime member of the 
South Peel Naturalists' Club and the Credit Valley Stamp Club.  Long time 
President of the Credit Valley Stamp Club.  Bob's stamp interests were Great 
Britain, Germany, Switzerland, birds, and art on stamps.  He organized an 
open table and free draws each meeting night.  The last meeting of the season 
was Junk Night where members could bring their unwanted material and all 
monies collected went to the club.He will be missed.   

Bob with Credit Valley Club Members (standing second from right) 
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Greater Toronto Area Philatelic Alliance 

CLUB DIRECTORY 
(Clubs’ contact information change, always check for current at www.gtapa.org) 

Ajax-Pickering Stamp Club     RPSC Chapter #163 
Meets the 2nd & 4th Thursdays of each month, 5 to 9 pm at Ajax Public Library on 
Harwood Road South (south of the 401).  Free parking and wheelchair accessibility 

Don Beaumont 905-426-3612 donaldbeaumont@yahoo.com 
Paul Delongchamp 905-430-2942 paul_delongchamp@hotmail.com 

 

Barrie District Stamp Club (NEW)      RPSC Chapter #73 
Meets 2nd Thursday each month, except July & August, 7 to 9 pm 

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 47 Owen St., Barrie 
Bruce Walter, CD, Sec. at 705-735-6009 b.walter@rogers.com 

 

Bramalea Stamp Club     RPSC Chapter #144 
Meets twice a month. On the 1st Sun. from 2 to 4 pm (October to June) and 
the 3rd Tue. from 7 to 9pm (year round) at Terry Miller Recreation Complex, 

Williams Parkway (between Dixie Rd and Bramalea Rd.), Brampton. 
Bob Thorne, FRPSC 905-792-3526 bobthorne70@gmail.com 

www.bramaleastampclub.org 
 

Credit Valley Stamp Club       RPSC Chapter #67 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month, 7 to 9 pm, Christ Church United, 
1700 Mazo Cr, Mississauga (1 block E of Clarkson Rd & 1 block S of Truscott) 

NEW: Ernest Ockenden 905-822-9363  etypeprinter@gmail.com 
 

Fenelon Falls Stamp Club     RPSC Chapter #176 
Meets the 2nd Monday of each month (except Aug., Oct. and Dec.) at 7 pm in the 
Salvation Army Church, 42 Bond St. W. in Fenelon Falls (W. of Colbourne St.) 

Jim Breadner  jim_breadner@hotmail.com  
Yvan Racine  yvan_racine@yahoo.ca 

 

Georgian Bay Coin & Stamp Club    RPSC Chapter #168 

Wasaga Beach Chapter 

Meets the 3rd Thursday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at the Prime Time 
Club, 1724 Mosley Street in Wasaga Beach 

President: Jeff Wilson 902-488-7149  jeffery.wilson001@gmail.com 
George Potopnyk 705-429-4948 jpotopnyk@rogers.com 

Club mailing address: 212-39 St. South, Wasaga Beach ON. L9Z 1S3 
Ian McRuer (GTAPA Director) 705-445-8033  imcruer@gmail.com 

Midland Chapter 

Meets the 1st Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at the North Simcoe 
Sports & Recreation Centre, 527 Len Self Boulevard, Midland  

Bern Kramer 705-686-3830  bkramer@eastlink.ca 
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Insurance & Banking Philatelic Society     RPSC Chapter #82 
Meets the 3rd Thursday each month at 5 pm 

Albany Club of Toronto (3rd floor) 91 King St. E. (King and Church) 
Jorge Montalvo 416-222-0408 montalvoj@bell.net 

 

Kawartha Stamp Club, The       RPSC Chapter #58 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays each month 

Spring/Summer/Fall 6:00 to 8:30 pm.  Winter noon to 3:00 pm at 
The Mount, 1545 Monaghan Rd, Peterborough, ON, K9J 5N3 

Paul Rellinger 705 768 2594 paulrellinger@hotmail.com 
http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/kawartha/program.htm 

Markham Stamp Club - Markhamstampclub@gmail.com 
Meets every 2nd and 4th Wednesday at the Markham Village Community Centre, 

6041 Hwy 7 (S-E corner of Hwy 7 and Markham Rd) from 10 am – 12 pm 
Communications Director:  Klaus Hintz, sojourner2@rogers.com 

NEW Joe Than – Director 647-864-0358 

Muskoka Stamp Club     RPSC Chapter #216 
Meets the 1st Wednesday at 7:30 to 9:00 pm in Bracebridge Public School, 

90 McMurray St., Bracebridge (except July & August – contact Larry). 
Larry Matthews 705-645-7527 muskokapost@gmail.com 

 

North Toronto Stamp Club        RPSC Chapter #5 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month (except July, Aug and Dec) at 

Yorkminster Park Baptist Church, 1585 Yonge Street 
Members begin arriving between 6:30 and 7:00pm 

Mattia Guida 647-990-4073  ntsc.programchair@gmail.com 
Bruce Philip  b.philipfca@yahoo.ca  

 

North York Philatelic Society 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month Sept to June from 6:00 to 9:00 pm 

at the Skaters’ Lounge at the Carnegie Centennial Arena, 580 Finch Avenue 
Lev Levner 647-859-9993; 416-665-7266 levatnyps@gmail.com 

Harvey Shuter 416-222-3408 333philex333@gmail.com 
Eddie Bromberg 905-881-4691 

https://sites.google.com/site/northyorkphilatelicsociety/ 
 

Oshawa/Whitby/Brooklin Stamp Groups   RPSC Chapter #230 
www.oshawawhitby-stamp-club.com 

Oshawa - Fridays 10:15 to 12:15. Legends Comm. Centre 1661 Harmony Rd. N. 
Whitby - meets Mondays 10:30 to 12:30. Whitby Seniors Building, 801 Brock St. 

Brooklin - Tuesdays from 6 to 8 pm. Brooklin Comm. Centre, 8 Vipond Rd. 
Oshawa/Whitby/Brooklin Contact Information 

Brooklin - David Best 905-263-2216  davidbest1953@gmail.com 
Oshawa - Larry Friend 905-666-7696 lfriend@sympatico.ca 

Whitby - Jim Stevenson 905-576-4449 
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Polish-Canadian Coin & Stamp Club “Troyak” 

RPSC Chapter #240 
Meets on the last Sunday of each month, except holidays, at 4:30 pm 
John Paul II Polish Cultural Centre, 4300 Cawthra Rd., Mississauga 

Contact: Tom Malicki 905-281-0000  tom.malicki@gmail.com 
info@troyakclub.com  www.troyakclub.com 

 

Scarborough Stamp Club     RPSC Chapter #223 
Meets 3rd Tue. each month (except July & August) at Cedarbrook Comm. Centre, 

RM 1 & 2 on main floor.  91 East Park Blvd. (near Markham and Lawrence). 
Doug Cockburn 4l6-757-4072; Ron Dell’Agnese rdellagnese@rogers.com 

 

SOSSI, Maple Leaf Chapter 

Scouts on Stamps Society International RPSC Chapter # 242 
Meets on 3rd Sunday of the month from Sept to May at 2:00 pm (coffee/cookies at 

1:30 pm) in Toronto and southwestern Ontario. 
Remaining for 2018: Mar 18 - Kitchener; Apr 15 - Acton; May 27 - Niagara Falls. 

Tony Manson 416-447-4281  tony.manson@sympatico.ca. 
 

Toronto Stamp Collectors’ Club   RPSC Chapter # 238 
Meets on the 2nd Tuesday of every month (except July and Aug) at 

the V G Greene Foundation, 10 Summerhill Avenue. 
Members gather at 6:30 pm for a program commencing at 7:00 pm 

Mike Graf 416-534-6936  graf20003@yahoo.ca 
 

Trenton Stamp Club       RPSC Chapter # 89 
Meets on 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, monthly 6:30 to 8:30 pm at 

105 Seniors Centre, 61 Bay St., Trenton. 
Peter Koenig 905-373-0806   peter.koenig@sympatico.ca 

Bill Ferguson 613-398-1152  wilabetgg@gmail.com 
 

Ukrainian Collectibles Society (Toronto)   RPSC Chapter #228 
Chapter of the Ukrainian Philatelic and Numismatic Society 

Meets on the 1st Monday of every month at 7 pm (except July and August) at 
Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian Centre, 482 Horner Avenue, Etobicoke 

Jerry Kalyn 416-251-6898  ucst@upns.org 
 

West Toronto Stamp Club       RPSC Chapter #14 
Meets on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Tuesdays from Sept to June at 7:00 pm in 

Fairfield Senior Centre, 60 Lothian Avenue, Etobicoke 
1st Tuesday is the Learning Workshop. 

Regular meetings on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays feature auctions; 
3rd Tuesday is the Discussion Group. 

Sid Mensinga 416-621-9137   sidmensinga@gmail.com 
Garfield Portch, FRPSC 416-239-0623 garfield.portch@gmail.com 



CLASSIFIED….CLASSIFIED….CLASSIFIED… 
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ITALY, Colonies, Vatican, San Marino and Order of Malta 

Buying, exchanging or selling philatelic items: stamps, covers, 
documents, revenues, Cinderellas, postcards, (Italy and Area) and non-

Canadian squared circle postmarks! 

Contact Mattia at 647-990-4073 or stampsofitaly@yahoo.ca 
 

SELLING CANADA USED WHOLESALE 

8 million Commemoratives – in bundles #142 to #1763 
Individual items or entire stock 

Hugh Cassels 416-463-4188 
227 Donlands Ave, Toronto Ont. M4J 3P9 

 

STEVEN HADDOCK – WORLDWIDE STAMPS 

APPROVALS – EXCHANGE – EBAY 
C208B-777 Bay St., Suite 305, Toronto, ON, M5G 2C8 

Steven.haddock@gmail.com   www.atlasstamps.com 
 

CHILDREN’S STAMP CAMPS 

Donations of stamps, albums, stock books, journals needed 
Mark Armstrong P.O. Box 7 Manilla, ON, K0M 2J0 

Call 705-357-3487  msaphilatelicstudio@msn.com 
 

OSHAWA CONANT 

Sunday OCTOBER 6th, 2019 

BROOKLIN 

Tuesday NOVEMBER 19th, 2019 
 

PRIVATE COLLECTOR,  
Buying items with the #E3 1927 Canada Special 
Delivery issue on covers, first day covers, 

proofs, SON single cancels, postal mail, parcel 

tags, imperfs and multiples. 

Also collecting Toronto Oval Parcel Cancels 

Please send photos with descriptions to:  

Norbert Hobrath,  nhobrath@hobrath.com   

Or call 440-212-3520. 



 



 


