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About the cover….. 
 

Governor General David Johnston (left) and Canada Post 
president Deepak Chopra unveil the royal wedding stamp at 
Rideau Hall in Ottawa April 15, 2011. 
 
The 59-cent domestic-rate stamp shows Prince William at the 
announcement of their engagement in November 2010. The $1.75 
international-rate stamp bears the official engagement portrait 
taken by Mario Testino. 
 
The stamps and related products were designed by Montreal’s 
Isabelle Tousaint. 
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The Editor’s Input 
Susan Butler 

sbutler@ilap.com 
416-919-0147 

We heard from you! 
 

Thank you to all of the PhilaJournal readers who contacted me with 
comments about the new format. We are happy that you like it and appreciate 
your suggestions. Certainly some of the credit for this first class product 
should go to the staff at Nova Printing who worked with us. 
 
We did listen to your recommendations and as a result, two changes have 
been made: 

 We are using a larger font size (by one point). 

 We have selected the narrowest margins possible to decrease the 
white space. 

 
One of my goals is to increase the number of regular contributors from the 
GTAPA as well as from our colleagues in other areas. If you want to discuss 
a possible contribution or have an idea for a topic to be explored, give me a 
call. I would love to talk to you. I will always be happy to edit the material 
that you send and to crop the photos. Just get it to me and I will make it 
happen!                                                                        
 

We also heard from Marg Lyons who really appreciated Garfield Portch’s 
tribute to Jack in the last issue and reminded us of the three wonderful bus 
trips to the American Philatelic Center that we made together. 
 

For those of you who are wondering when GTAPA is planning another trip 
to The American Philatelic Center in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, the date has 
not been decided due to the fact that the trip includes a side trip to see the 
newly renovated Smithsonian National Postal Museum and the opening date 
has not been set. The greatly enlarged building will include the complete 
American Collection of Bill Gross and two amazing exhibitions, “Fire and 
Ice.” 2012 will mark the anniversaries of the burning of the Hindenburg (75th) 
and the sinking of the Titanic (100th).  It will be worth seeing. 
 
I hope that you all have a healthy and happy summer and that you will get 
out of your stamp den on a regular basis. 

                                                                                               Susan 
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The President’s Viewpoint 
Larry Friend 

lfriend@sympatico.ca 

Stamp collecting is alive and well! 
 
While attending CSDA’s National Postage Stamp Show recently, I realized 
that it is obvious that many collectors are committed to their collecting 
interests. Although the building was not full during my time at the GTAPA 
both, most of the chairs at the dealer’s tables were full and I saw lots of dollars 
changing hands. 
 
It was a good time for me to meet many of the people I had only heard of – 
meeting and speaking with one of our hobbies good guys, John Sheffield, 
was a good time – shaking hands and introducing to another very active man, 
Chris Vance, another rewarding experience. 
 
For people who have attended in the past, they would have known 
something, which was a surprise to me  (It was my first time at the show) 
Unitrade were there in full force with so many goodies, coupled with the 
pleasant experience of meeting Unitrade’s Lady Susan. Just great! 
 
Seeing all that activity brings me to thoughts of our clubs and their 
memberships. Having attending several different club meetings lately, I have 
noticed the clubs that are flourishing are those where members can add 
stamps to their collections – in other words adding treasures to their 
collections or going home with money from selling their extras. 
 
These treasures may come from buying, trading, or club auctions. It seems 
that many of the more successful, growing clubs, have large sales circuits – 5 
and 10 cent boxes or books, or vest pocket dealers selling stamps anywhere 
from 2 cents each to many dollars. In other words, the meeting is also a place 
to go to enrich your collection.  
 
At my own club there are literally millions of stamps available each week and 
critics say “there is just not enough time to look at all that is available”.  
 
The Durham clubs are flying now over 250 members – with collective 
attendance of over 100 people each week. It must to be the stamps! 
 

Larry 
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The MACHIN Corner 
 Dave Moss  

                                                                         davemoss@sympatico.ca 
 
Most of my writing has been describing the methods adopted in delineating  
the different types of Machin stamps. However, today I thought I’d tackle 
the much maligned Horizon Labels, named after the computer network.  
 
These were originally introduced in 2002 consisting of a simple white label  
with black printing. In June 2009, they were changed to a gold label bearing 
the Machin design with the words ‘Royal Mail’ repeated in a wavy background 
and were given a simulated perforation and a series of security cuts. In 2010, 
they were introduced with a second series of security cuts and the simulated 
perforations were dropped.  
 

The printing at the top of the label represents the Service Code of which 
there are 22 varieties printed in thick and thin typefaces. There are also 19 
varieties of bi-lingual Service Codes used in Wales. 
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The Service Codes include:  
 

Code Description Code Description  

1L 1st Class Letter BLG British Forces Large Letter 

1LG 1st Class Large Letter BPK British Forces Packet 

1PK 1st Class Packet FF British Forces Family Free 
Mail 

1st Article for the Blind FP Fully Paid 

2L 2nd Class Letter MOR Mail Order Return 

2LG 2nd Class Large Letter PE Global Economy Parcel 

2PK 2nd Class Packet PS Global Value Parcel 

A Airmail RPR Recorded Packet Post Return 

AAX Airsure (Tracked Airmail) SD Special Delivery 

BF British Forces Parcel SP Standard Parcel 

BL British Forces Letter SU Surface Mail 

 
 
The other printing includes: 
“Royal Mail – POSTAGE PAID UK” with most post offices in Wales 
printed in a bi-lingual format such as “Post Brenhinol – TALWYD Y 
POST DG”. 
 
Three “Parcelforce” designations have also been printed in this location and 
are used by the British Military. 
 
The next line includes the date, the cost of the service to the customer and 
a location code of the issuing office. 
 
The final line includes two groups of numbers, representing the serial  
number of the transaction at the particular post office. To date I have not 
been able to locate any information regarding these numbers. Every label 
will therefore be completely unique and different from all others.  
                                                 
Including the latest issue of labels, there have been 123 different labels  
issued and that does not include any of the variances in the date format or  
location codes.  
 
So, until next time, good luck and happy sorting.       

Dave            

 



 

A

WELL

KEPT

Secret?
Some may say so, but why not find out what 
other members of the GTAPA have discovered?
We hold regular stamp auction that cover the world.
If you are looking for a single stamp or a boxful,
a specific set or cover, that special item or an
entire collection you may find it in one of our
auctions. With hundreds of lots each year in all 
sizes and price ranges, each sale has something 
for everyone!
A complimentary catalogue of our next sale
is waiting to be mailed.

John Sheffield Philatelist Ltd.
PO Box 81-PA, Lambeth Stn.

London, Ontario, Canada N6P 1N9
Telephone (519) 681-3420 Fax (519) 668-6872

Email:john@johnsheffield.com
View each auction (and our retail stock) 

on the internet

www.johnsheffield.com



The 
NORTH TORONTO STAMP CLUB 

 

POSTAGE STAMP 

EXHIBITIONS AND BOURSES 
 

for 2011-12 - will be held at 
YORKMINSTER PARK BAPTIST CHURCH 

1585 YONGE STREET, TORONTO 
**************************************** 

SUMMER POSTAGE STAMP BOURSE 
SATURDAY JUNE 11th, 2011 

**************************************** 
FALL POSTAGE STAMP BOURSE 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 17th, 2011 
**************************************** 

WINTER POSTAGE STAMP BOURSE 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 26th, 2011 

 

Club sales circuit will be available at all exhibitions and bourses 
Refreshments available 

Free admission and limited parking…… Wheelchair access 

Family and friends welcome 
For information - contact Herb 

telephone (416) 445-7720 
fax (416) 444-1273 

email: nstampclub@yahoo.ca 
 

DIRECTIONS 

Yorkminster Park Baptist Church is 1 block north of St Clair Avenue 

on the east side of Yonge Street - there is subway access from 

St Clair station. Free Parking at church is limited -City Parking (Green P) 

is available on Alvin Ave. - 1 block east, for which there is a charge 
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Clippings & Commentary 
Peter Butler, FRPSC 

pbutler@ilap.com 
 

In the January/February 2010 issue of The Stamp Insider, an excellent journal 

of the Federation of New York Philatelic Societies, there was an interesting 

article titled, The Time is Now for Single Pages written by Conrad A. Novick. 

The author stated that, a single page exhibit can be as simple or intricate and as 

valuable or inexpensive as the creator wishes. Subject focus and designs have the availability 

of range limited only by the creator’s own imagination. 

Novick went on to support that statement with some insightful and 

instructive observations that will strike a chord with readers who have 

encouraged collectors and would-be exhibitors to try their hand at “One-

Pagers.” 

It is true that many collectors do not feel they have the ability to exhibit, and 

many collectors find writing about famous people, events and their 

anniversaries and illustrating their story with philatelic material, a challenge. 

Doing a little research so one can comment on the philatelic significance of 

the material is also a skill that many collectors do not pursue.  

However, many clubs, over the past several years, have committed to filling 

those gaps by holding single page exhibit nights and forums led by 

experienced exhibitors to assist members willing to give One-Pagers a try. 

Like most skills, it takes time and effort to develop them and to become 

comfortable with the process. But the rewards are worth that effort. Here are 

three encouraging ideas from Conrad Novick that could motivate club 

members who are yet to experience the one page plan. The points are 

paraphrased from the Novick article. 

 The single page exhibit provides the first timer with an entry point 
into the world of exhibiting. The “Intimidating Factor” is eliminated 
with single pages as opposed to the multi-frame exhibits, even a 
single frame exhibit of sixteen pages. 
 

 In the single page exhibit, the scope of the subject matter is 
narrowed. The layout and presentation are also compacted and 
confined to the space where the entire exhibit can be viewed with  
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 one focus, unlike the complicated flow of pages in a multi-frame 
exhibit. 
 

 While some might believe this concept could be considered 
“dumbing down” the exhibiting process, many experienced 
exhibitors who have created one pagers suggest the opposite. The 
one pager can be as challenging to experienced exhibitors as it is to 
beginners.  
 

As for this writer, the skills gained in developing one page exhibits have led 

directly to an easy transition into creating personal albums pages. Gone are 

the days when another source is telling me what to collect. (That’s what 

album supplements do.) I collect what I want and make my own pages 

accordingly. The result is a new level of enjoyment in collecting and sharing 

my display pages with colleagues.                           Peter 

Canada Used 

Wholesale 
 

Buying - selling 
 

Repurchase Plan 
 

Call HUGH CASSELS  -  416-463-4188 
 

227 Donlands Ave - Toronto, Ontario M4J 3P9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Zygmunt Borowski  
Buy and Sell Stamps, Coins and Paper Money 

www.Ziggmi.com 

Email 1: bzygmunt@hotmail.com 

Email 2:  borowski503@ziggmi.com 

Tel: 416-454-2790 
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Unusual Postage Stamps  
Jerry Piotrowski  

jerrypiotrowski74@hotmail.com 

I remember that as a youngster I would sometimes draw stick figures on the 

corners of successive pages of a notebook, each figure slightly changed so 

that when enough had been drawn flicking the corners of the page would 

show an animation of the figure. Two countries recently did something 

similar with a stamp issue. 

In November 2010, Israel issued a sheetlet of 15 stamps celebrating 50 years 

of the International Film Animation Association. The stamps show a 

progression of cartoon images of a man picking a fruit from a tree, peeling 

the fruit, and then handing it to a child who eats it. The philatelic service also 

issued the stamps in the form of a 15-page booklet which when flicked 

through shows the movement sequence. 

 

Earlier that year, in April, Hungary issued a sheet of 30 stamps as well as a 

30 page “booklet” for World Expo 2010 in Shanghai. Each stamp has a 

slightly different design and shows the movement of an object called  
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 “Gomboc” as it moves from an unstable position to one of rest. Flicking 

through the booklet brings the movement of the object to life. Space 

limitations in this article do not allow more explanation of the “Gomboc” so 

try Googling it.  

 

If you have information about unusual stamps and would like me to add it to 

future articles on this subject please email me using “unusual stamps” in the 

subject line or give it to your club GTAPA representative to pass along to 

me at a GTAPA board meeting.                                        Jerry 



COPEX 2011 
 

Cobourg Stamp Club 
 
 

42nd Annual 

Stamp Show & Sale 
 

Saturday, Sept. 24th, 2011 
 

9.30 am to 3.30 pm 
59 Ballantine St. Cobourg 

 

Nine dealers with a wide selection of stamps 
Members Stamp Displays 

Club and Consignment Sales 
Food Court – Door Prizes 

 

FREE ADMISSION 
 

    Directions –  
       From 401 exit #474 – County Road 45( Division 
Street ) 
       South approx. 1.3 km – ( just past Chrysler dealership) 
       Then 1st right on Ballantine St 
 

For info - please call 905-885-0075 or 289-252-0785 



  

Oshawa/Whitby Stamp Groups 
 

Come visit one of our 
4 Stamp Groups 

meeting 4 times weekly 
At all locations – meetings 2 hours – free parking 

 

Mondays 9.30 am – Whitby 
Whitby Seniors Centre – 801 Brock St. Whitby 

Call for Summer Hours 
 

Tuesday 7 pm – Brooklin 
Seniors Section - 8 Vipond Rd – Brooklyn 

 
Wednesdays 6 pm – Oshawa Conant 
Seniors Section - 115 Grassmere Ave – Oshawa 

 
Fridays 10.30 am – Oshawa Legends 
Seniors Section – 1661 Harmony Rd. N – Oshawa 

 

Web: oshawawhitby-stamp-club.com 
 

Email – lfriend@sympatico.ca – call Larry 905-723-8798 
Call Jim Stevenson – 905-576-4449 

 
Watch for our Bi-Annual Auction notices 
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APEX 2011 
Ajax Philatelic Society Annual Show 

Don Beaumont 
 
The Ajax Philatelic Society held their annual show on Saturday, February 26, 
2011 at the Ajax Community Centre. Despite a sudden, heavy snow squall 
(which passed by the actual show time), the event was very well attended.  
 
We hosted 14 dealers, a club table and a youth table. 
 
Nineteen club members (80 percent of the members) participated to make 
the show a success with their commitment and enthusiasm at the club table, 
reception desk and snack bar, as well as, assisting the dealers. There are so 
many jobs required for this type of event. 
 
GTAPA Certificates of Merit were presented to two long standing members 
of the club. Audrey Mercer has looked after the youth table for many years 
and David Williams has served on most executive positions, as well as, acting 
as chairperson at previous APEX shows.  
 
 

 
 

Don Beaumont and Larry Friend congratulate Audrey Mercer 
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David Williams receives his GTAPA Certificate of Merit from Don. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Represented by Michael Moffat 

The Trophy Centre 
 

RECOGNITION PRODUCTS - ENGRAVING 
 

24 RONSON DRIVE – UNIT 15 
(Showroom on Shaft Rd.)                     Tel: 416-244-2362 
Toronto Ont.  M9W 1B4                     Fax: 416-244-7774 

 

orders@thetrophycentre.ca 

 

 

Recognize a member of your club with a ….. 

GTAPA Certificate of Merit! 
Ask your GTAPA club representative to bring the request to 

the monthly GTAPA Board Meeting for approval. 
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Grow Your Stamp Club 
 Jim Stevenson – Oshawa/Whitby 

905-576-4449 
 
The Oshawa-Whitby Stamp Group was founded by the Whitby Seniors 
Administration as a drop in program to provide its members, who were 
interested in stamps, the facilities and opportunity to meet. 
 
This group met and adopted the philosophy that stamp collecting can be a 
lifelong hobby. As long as you can see the stamps, lift them up and enjoy 
organizing them, you should continue to add to your collection. 
The result is that many Seniors are starting, restarting and expanding their 
collections.  
 
To put members’ minds at rest about what will happen when “I am gone”, 
the Oshawa-Whitby Group has made a commitment  to assist the surviving 
spouse or executor to  maximize the recovery of money from the sale of the 
deceased  member’s stamps.  Some members even have this assistance 
written in their wills. This concept of helping people maximize the returns 
from selling their stamps has now been extended to all Oshawa-Whitby 
Seniors members. 
 
When a request for help is received, one of the selected club members  
responds with face-to-face communication, explaining  who they  are, their 
own experience in collecting and the philosophy of the group and the offer 
to help. 
 
They will explain the fact that the Oshawa/Whitby group has a minimum of 
two silent and two voice auctions a year, noting that there is no consignment 
fee for the silent auction and only 50 cents per lot fee for the voice auction. 
 
If the services of a professional auction house are required, due to great value 
or the unique nature of the material, the process of dealing with them, who 
they are and their specific abilities will also be explained. While the requestor 
is viewing the Auction catalogues, the Oshawa-Whitby group member will 
view the stamps. 
 
If after reviewing the member’s evaluation and the surviving spouse or 
executor decides to accept our assistance, the member will lot the stamps into 
the most saleable groups.  The next decision is whether to put the lots into 
our silent or voice auction or to contact a specific auction house and negotiate 
a commission rate with them.  
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Other facts are: 

 When the holdings include a significant amount of recent Canadian 
Mint, it will be offered to our members and large postage users at 
face value.  

 The Oshawa/Whitby member delivers the lots to our auction or the 
professional auction house. 

 When the holdings are large enough all paperwork at the auction 
house will be completed with the surviving spouse or executor ‘s 
information. The cheques will go directly to them, if not it will be 
included with member’s consignment. 

 The owner will receive his money on the day of our auction and 
when the auction house pays all its consigners. Properties from $20 
to $70,000 have been handled this way. 

 
We have had great success with our program and as a result the Ajax Stamp 
Club is using our services, the Royal Philatelic Society has utilized us to 
dispose of donated material, Professional Appraisers in Durham Region are 
using us for stamps and we have as many as ten requests for help on the go 
at any time. 
 
Although this program requires considerable time and effort, it does have its 
rewards. There is personal satisfaction of meeting, getting to know and 
helping people, who in some cases really need the money. There is fun in 
viewing more stamps and seeing how others organize their treasures,  as well 
as offering these additional stamps to our club members. This  generates 
more interest and enthusiasm. 
 
Our philosophy, policy and practice are the foundation of the continued 
growth. As a result we now have four meeting locations operating at four 
different Senior centers on four different days of the week - year round with 
combined average attendance of 100 per week.  
 
 

A Reminder about Stamps for Youth 
To date GTAPA has given over three hundred glassines of topical stamps 
to two youth programs: the Barrie Stamp Club and the CSDA Youth 
Program. We would like to honour more requests and we need more 
contributions from members of our clubs.  
The program is not over, it's continuous. Please remember to support 
our youth initiative and pass on glassines of ten topical stamps to your 
GTAPA representatives to bring to our meetings. 

 

¼ page ad or photo here…. 
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Disaster at Prestwick 
Jerry Piotrowski 

jerrypiotrowski74@hotmail.com 

At 3:30 am on December 25 1954, a B.O.A.C. Boeing 377 Stratocruiser 
crashed on landing at Prestwick, Scotland during a stopover on a scheduled 
flight from London to New York.  24 of the 36 people aboard perished. Of 
the eight survivors, seven were crew members who were thrown out of the 
wreckage as the aircraft broke up.  
 
The aircraft was carrying a quantity of mail mainly destined for Canada. 
Postal authorities made every effort to forward the recovered mail, some of 
which was badly charred. Also on board were several packages containing 
about £1,000,000 of uncut diamonds, a small fortune at that time. Some 
diamonds were recovered at the crash site. Removing the earth around the 
crash site and then washing and sifting it recovered others. Over ninety 
percent of the diamonds were recovered 
 
All items received one of two cachets, a two line SALVAGED 
MAIL/PRESTWICK 25-12-54 or a boxed three line SALVAGED 
MAIL/AIRCRAFT CRASH/PRESTWICK 25-12-54.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6d British aerogramme showing 23-DEC-54 cancellation and two line 

SALVAGED MAIL/PRESTWICK 25-12-54 cache 
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“Ambulance cover” in which the charred aerogramme was forwarded. 
 This time a boxed 3 line  
SALVAGEDMAIL/AIRCRAFT CRASH/PRESTWICK 25-12-54 was 
used. Note that it was redirected to Yorkshire, England     
 
 

 

 

 

World Wide Charity Mix 

The Leprosy Mission 
Canada 

$7.50 a pound – on paper 

Call 905-886-2885 ext. 2011 

100 Mural St. Suite 100 – Richmond Hill, ON   L4B 1J3 
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Disposal of Duplicate Stamps 
Lawrence Worrall 

Ask yourself a simple question……   
Do I have duplicate stamps in my possession that I could use to sell, trade or otherwise get 
to another collector who might just need those issues for his or her collection?   
 
If the answer is yes, you are in the majority of collectors.  
 
A few years ago, that was my position so I decided to do something about it. 
I started selling, and of course buying, on international web sites. If eBay 
comes to mind that was where I started. Since that time, I have sold over 2.5 
million stamps through eBay and other worldwide sites. I have also 
purchased and made new email friends around the world. Today, I have a 
database with over 3,500 individuals that have purchased from my listing. I 
have also purchased lots of up to 1,000 kilos to become what is known as a 
vest-pocket dealer. 
 
Enough about me. What I want to accomplish in this article is to give the 
readers some options on the disposal of extra stamps. You  have probably 
heard of eBay, a web site in most countries around the world. The most 
common to Canada are either www.ebay.com or www.ebay.ca. 
 
The fees are an important issue if you want to maximize your profits. eBay 
has an escalating scale starting at 25 cents for listing under $9.99. Fees 
increase to 50 cents for listing up to $24.99 and so on. On a number of 
occasions, this fee is waived. Selling fees normally are around 9 percent.  
 
eBay’s partner is Paypal, www.paypal.com. PayPal charges a fee for their 
service. The issue here is that if you sell in United States dollars, you need to 
convert to Canadian dollars to transfer money into a Canadian bank account. 
 
There are a number of other sites that offer the same service as eBay and in 
some cases charges are considerable less. Here are some of them.  
 
www.delcampe.net is a European site that does not have a listing fee and 
selling fee if 5.50 per cent up to $ 750.00. Listing can be in any currency, but 
I would recommend using U.S. dollars as the most common.  
 
A Canadian site that offers the same service is www.kmpilately.com, which 
operates out of Québec. A special listing fee is in effect under June 30th, 
2011, at 1 cent up to $ 9.99 and 2 cents over $ 1,000.00. Selling fees are very 
competitive with the other sites. 
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Lastly, a relatively new site is www.bidstart.com . Listing is also free and the 
selling fee starts at 8 per cent up to $ 49.99 and 5.5 per cent over $ 50.00. 
 
The use of these various sites will depend largely on what you are selling, but 
I would recommend that you try looking at the sites and register on the ones 
that suit your needs. 
 
Good luck, enjoy the hobby and have fun.   
 
Sites: 
www.ebay.com  
www.ebay.ca 
www.delcampe.net 
www.kmpilately.com 
www.bidstart.com   
www.paypal.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         

1240 Yonge Street, Toronto, ON, Canada 
416-921-PPUB  –  www.paullyspub.com 

 
 

   Wednesdays 
 Quiz night with host Boston Chris 
 Test your knowledge against Summerhill’s wisest 

Weekly Prizes – 8 pm 

   Saturdays 
 Live Music featuring 

The Eddy Smith Band 



 

 

Collectors are encouraged to Donate Philatelic Material to the  

Foundation and receive a Charitable Donation Receipt for the  

appraised Fair Market Value. 
 

We seek philatelic material valued from $500 with no upper  
limit - material can be general accumulations, bulk material and  
or world wide unorganized collections. 

All material is appraised by a CSDA member 
 

Donations are used to educate school age Children by providing necessary 
equipment and leadership aids to teach philatelic and Postal history 
principles. Assistance may be provided for appropriate research activities. 
 

Cash donations are also welcome. 

Questions should be directed to Bob Traquair, Pres. 

 bobtraq@yahoo.ca - or - (416)924-3271 

R P S C 
 PHILATELIC RESEARCH 
 FOUNDATION 
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ACCIDENTAL DAMAGE 

     
Are you protected? 

 

Stamp Insurance from  Hugh Wood Canada Ltd. 
Could be your answer 

 

FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS CALL 416-229-6600 

HUGH WOOD CANADA LTD. 
4120 Yonge Street  #201  - Toronto, Ontario, M2P 2B8 

Don’t be shy!        

                            

 

Share your stories with us.  

Tell us about how you got 

started in collecting or a 

change in direction that you 

are taking or even about 

your favourite stamp. It 

does not have to be a long 

article, just personal 

reflections of interest to 

other collectors. Give me a 

call or give your story 

and/or photos to your club 

representative to pass on to me 

at a GTAPA meeting.  

Thanks, Susan 416-690-4666 

 



Summer 2011   PhilaJournal                                                                                  Page 25 

Coveting Covers 
John Wilson 

wilsonjn@sympatico.ca 

The Value of Looking Carefully 
 
I must confess to a great fondness for the unsorted.  Anyone who has seen 
my own “stamp den” will certainly be aware of this tendency! But when it 
comes to buying at auction, the miscellaneous lot is often the one that 
contains the surprises. 
 
It is harder to do this nowadays, but a few years back I purchased a mixed 
lot of covers, over 200 of them, dating from the 1880’s to the 1950’s. There 
was nothing of obvious value, but I just HAD to have the lot. It contained 
three fronts from Sarawak, a country I have a sentimental soft spot for. The 
three are top panels from the Sarawak Gazette, the biweekly newspaper 
serving the 30,000 who lived in Kuching, the capital, and doubtless the few 
Europeans who toiled in the remote outstations further up the rivers of 
Borneo. Each is addressed to Alleyne Ireland, an American author whose 
work on the governing of British and other colonial dependencies in the Far 
East had appeared in 1905.  The rates were either four cents or six cents, 
showing that the long-established newspaper rate of 2 cents per two ounces 
continued in force. The papers were mailed with some form of open wrapper, 
with the stamps tying the address to the front page. Obviously, two copies of 
the Gazette were sent under the same wrapper; it was not a very substantial 
paper!  
 
The wrappers are probably rather unusual – I would hesitate to say they are 
scarce. However, it was careful poking around that encouraged me so 
strongly to buy the lot. Caught between two of the fronts was the document 
illustrated – the notice of the Proclamation of Charles Vyner Brooke as the 
third (and, as it turned out, the final) Rajah of Sarawak.  His father had died 
on the 17th and Proclamation Day was set for the 24th. The stamps used on 
the Sarawak Gazette were the first set bearing his portrait; they were supplied 
in December of 1918. Rarely has history seemed more compelling in a box 
lot! 
 
(I urge reading in the history of the astounding Brooke family. Earlier this 
year died Anthony Brooke, nephew of Charles Vyner Brooke and 
presumptive heir to the throne – at the age of 98. The line is not extinct but 
is wealthy and eccentric. For Canadians, the strong suspicion that an earlier,  
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presumptive heir to the throne – at the age of 98. The line is not extinct but 
is wealthy and eccentric. For Canadians, the strong suspicion that an earlier,  
half-Malay son of Rajah Charles, Esca, was pensioned off to spend an 
obscure and impoverished life here in Canada so he could not claim the 
throne, makes compelling reading. 
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WANTED 
Postal Covers 

with clear "BOMBAY" Cancellations - from India Between 1885 & 1914 

"SEA POST OFFICE" 
to international destinations only  

"TRAVELLING POST OFFICE" 
(used North East Line only)  

Stamps 
Government of India 

 

Telegraph Stamps - 1881 Provisionals - for 1, 3 & 4 Anna only 
(like image shown below) 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact - Denzil by email at fernandes11@rogers.com 
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GTAPA CLUB DIRECTORY 
We work best when we work together! 

 
 

Ajax Philatelic Society RPSC Chapter #163 
Meets the 2nd & 4th Thursdays of each month, 6:30 pm to 9 pm at 
Ajax Public Library on Harwood Road South (south of the 401). Free 
parking and wheelchair accessibility 
Contact 
Don Beaumont 905-426-3612  donaldbeaumont@yahoo.com 
Ron Christie 905-432-7628 ronaldchristie@rogers.com 
David Goreski 905-579-3349 
 
 

Bramalea Stamp Club RPSC Chapter #144 
Meets the 1st Sunday, from 2 to 4 pm, October to June and the 3rd 
Tuesday, from 7 to 9 pm, year round at Terry Miller Recreation 
Complex, Williams Parkway (between Dixie Rd and Bramalea Rd.), 
Brampton. 
www.bramaleastampclub.com 
Contact  
Bob Thorne, FRPSC 905-792-3526  r.thorne@sympatico.ca 
 
 

East Toronto Stamp Club 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month, October to May, at 9:30 
to 11 a.m. 
Stan Wadlow Senior's Action Centre on Cedarvale Ave., Woodbine 
& Cosburn  
Contact  
Doug Cockburn 4l6-757-4072 
 
 
Insurance & Banking Philatelic Society RPSC Chapter #82 
Meets on the 3rd Thursday each month at  
Hampton Securities, 141 Adelaide Street West. 
Contact   
Joe Janthur 416-364-4112 
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North Toronto Stamp Club RPSC Chapter #5 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month (except July, Aug and 
Dec) at Yorkminister Park Baptist Church, 1858 Yonge Street (a 
short walk north of the St. Clair TTC subway station).  
Members begin arriving between 6:30 and 7:00pm 
Contact 
George Sachs 416-453-5641  ntscpresident@gmail.com 
Ernie Nyitrai 905-477-1511  enyitr618@rogers.com 
 
 

North York Philatelic Society RPSC Chapter #21 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month from Sept to June 
July and August, 3rd Wednesday only 
Skaters’ Lounge at the Carnagie Centennial Arena, 580 Finch Avenue 
West 
Contact 
 Mike Turk 905-731-8380 turkm@accessv.com 
 
 

Oshawa/Whitby Stamp Groups RPSC Chapter #230 
The Oshawa/Whitby stamp groups meet 4 times every week, twice in 
Oshawa, on Wednesday evenings from 6 pm to 8.30 pm, at Conant 
Seniors Centre on 115 Grassmere Ave. Oshawa and Friday mornings 
from 10:45 am to 12:45 pm at Legends Community Centre 1661 
Harmony Rd. N. Oshawa.  
 
The Whitby/Brooklin Group meets Monday morning 10 am to noon 
at Whitby Seniors Building, 801 Brock Street Whitby. and every 
Tuesday evening 7 pm to 9 pm at Brooklin Community Centre 8 
Vipond Rd in Brooklin 
 
Contact 
Brooklin/Whitby/Oshawa Jim Stevenson 905-576-4449 
Oshawa Lawrence Worrall 905-436-9034 
Oshawa/Ajax Ron Christie 905-432-7628 
Ajax/Whitby/Oshawa Don Beaumont 905-426-3612 
Oshawa/Whitby Larry Friend 905-723-8798 
lfriend@sympatico.ca 
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Polish-Canadian Coin and Stamp Club “Troyak” 

Meets on the last Sunday of each month, except holidays, at 4:30 pm 
John Paul II Polish Cultural Centre, 4300 Cawthra Rd., Mississauga, 
Ontario.English speaking meeting held on the 2nd Tuesday  from 
7pm to 9pm Etobicoke Civic Centre, 399 The West Mall, (Hwy 427 
and Burnhamthorpe) 
Contact 
Wieslaw Grzesicki 416-258-1651 info@troyakclub.com 

www.troyakclub.com 
 

Scouts On Stamps Society International 
Maple Leaf Chapter SOSSI 

Meets on the 3rd Sunday of the month from Sept to May at 2:00 pm 
(coffee/cookies at 1:30 pm). 
Meetings are held in different locations within Toronto and 
southwestern Ontario. The schedule for 2011 is: March 20  
Kitchener, Scout House; April 17  Hamilton, Scout House; May 15  
Niagara Falls, Scout House. 
Contact 
Tony Manson 416-447-4281 tony.manson@sympatico.ca. 
 
 

Toronto Stamp Collectors’ Club Founded 1892 
Meets on the 2nd Tuesday of every month except July and Aug at 7 
p.m. at the Albany Club 91 King Street East Toronto (2 short blocks 
east of King Subway Station)                
 Surface lot parking available immediately to the south. 
Contact 
Owen White 416-481-4731 owen.white@sympatico.ca 
 
 

Scarborough Stamp Club RPSC Chapter #223 
Meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month except December, 
July and August, at Cedarbrook Community Centre, Rooms 1 & 2, 
main floor, 91 East Park Blvd. (near Markham and Lawrence), 
Scarborough.  
Contact 
Doug Cockburn 4l6-757-4072 
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Ukrainian Collectibles Society (Toronto) RPSC Chapter #228 
Chapter of the Ukrainian Philatelic and Numismatic Society 
Meets on the 1st Monday of every month at 7 pm 
Ukrainian Canadian Social Services, 2445 Bloor Street West, Toronto 
Contact  
Jerry Kalyn 416-251-6898 ucst@upns.org 
 

 
West Toronto Stamp Club RPSC Chapter #14 

APS Chapter #174151 
Meets on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Tuesdays from Sept to June at 7:30 
Fairfield Senior Centre, 60 Lothian Avenue, Etobicoke 
Regular meetings on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays feature auctions  
The 1st Tuesday is the newly formed Machin Study Group. 
Meetings on the 3rd Tuesday feature a return to our Discussion 
Groups  
Contact 
Frank Alusio, FRPSC 416-621-8232 falusio@sympatico.ca 
Garfield Portch, FRPSC 416-239-0623 gportch@ca.inter.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Making Short Stamp Exhibits 
a step by step guide by George Speers 

          
 

32 pages including 12 coloured pages with sample exhibits - $10   

Mailing (any number) $2. 
 

Jade Publications 
25-229 Lynden Rd., Bradford, ON  N3R 8A7 

Email: gspee@rogers.com 

 

 

Please call me with changes or corrections. 
Susan 416-690-4666 or sbutler@ilap.com 



 Taylor Stamps 
        Brampton, Ontario 
 

 

     Specializing in 
 
 

Canada, BNA and 
Commonwealth 

 

Rob Taylor/Rhonda Kavanagh 
 

Interested in Buying and Selling 
 

Please Email –   rob@taylorstamps.com 
 

    Visit our Ebay Store - 

http://stores.ebay.ca/Taylors-Stamps 
 

              7 Bobcat Street, Brampton, ON, L6R 1C9 

              Call 905-799-0103                
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Promote your event, product or service in the 
 

PHILAJOURNAL! 
 

1/4 page $15 per issue - 4 issues for $60  
1/2 page $40 per issue - 4 issues for $120  
 Full Page$60 per issue - 4 issues for $200 

 
Contact:  

Larry Friend 905-723-8798 or lfriend@sympatico.ca. 

 



 



 


