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We work best when we work
together

Another Successful Show at Bramalea!

recognizing his long service as the manager of the Bramalea Stamp Club circuits.
Bob Thorne, president, extends congratulations.
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The auction table was alive with actz'vz'z;y

Arrrving guests were warmly greeted by Bill Dean.
Among the handouts were back issues of PhilaJournal.




A Short Introduction To Pneumatic Mail
by Jerry Piotrowski

The year1853 saw the installation of a pneumatic tube
system designed to speed the dispatch of telegrams
between the London Stock Exchange and the nearby
Central Station of the Electric Telegraph Company. It
was not long before postal authorities began installing
similar systems for the transport of mail between
branches.

The installations consisted of a system of underground
tubes linking area Post Offices. The tubes ranged in
diameter from 3 inches to as much as 36 inches in the
case of the connection between the main post office at
Camden Town and the Euston Square railway station in
London. Mail was placed into cylinders and propelled to
its destination using either compressed air or a vacuum
system.

U.S. cities that used such pneumatic mail transportation
systems included Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, St. Louis
and New York City where the system operated until
1953. Some European operations lasted even longer.
Vienna operated until 1956, Berlin till 1976, Paris till
1984 and Prague where parts were still in use as late as
2002 until severe flooding of the system caused it to be
mothballed indefinitely.

Mail from many pneumatic mail systems bears no
special markings to indicate that the item was ever
transmitted that way. However some postal
administrations provided preprinted postal stationery for
use in their systems.
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The Berlin pneumatic mail system called Rohrpost,
(literally “ Pipe post™), issued both special envelopes and
postal cards. As the mail was sorted a destination office
number would be hand written on the item before it was
placed into a cylinders for routing to the appropriate
destination office. At the receiving office the item would
be struck with a receiving handstamp that had the same
number.

Vienna, Austria prepared postal cards for use in their
system. These cards were marked “Korrespondenz-Karte
zur

pneumatischen Expressbeforderung (Correspondence
card for pneumatic express delivery). As in the case of the
Berlin pneumatic mail, handwritten destination and
handstamped receiving office numbers are seen on these
1tems.
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The Paris system had the most variety of preprinted
stationery items over the course of its operations,
including items marked Carte Pneumatique, Carte
Télégramme, Télégramme and Enveloppe Pneumatique.
Again most items show manuscript destination numbers
and handstamped receiving information.
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In Italy special postage stamps marked “Posta
Pneumatica” were issued for use on mail sent through the
tube system. A total of 22 Posta Pneumatica stamps were
issued between 1913 and 1966.

Although no longer used by postal authorities for moving
items of mail, pneumatic systems are still used by
businesses and institutions such as hospitals for
delivering internal paperwork and other items quickly
and efficiently between departments.
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What an amazing five and a half years it has been. It
doesn’t seem that long, but I have now edited 22 issues
of PhilaJournal. It has been one of the most interesting
and rewarding experiences of my life. This does not
mean to say, however, that we haven’t had challenges.

As announced to the Board of Directors early this
year, the time has come for me to move on to new
challenges. 1 appear to have inherited the job of
webmaster for the GTAPA site and also appear to be
destined to take the same job for the West Toronto
Stamp Club.

Before giving up this slot on page 3, I wish to thank
the Board of Directors for giving me free rein to format
and edit ®hilaJournal as 1 saw fit. I also thank Ernie
Nyitrai and Peter Butler for their assistance — without
them the publication would have been non existent.
Special thanks go to the contributors, club reporters and
advertisers who gave a purpose to ®PhilaJournal.

I also wish to state my appreciation to our many
readers who have expressed support and appreciation for
my journalistic efforts.

We have been well rewarded with three medals in
literature competition in 2007 and 2009.

My replacement has not yet been announced, but to
that person I pledge my support.
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Rates (effective September, 2007)

DEADLINE
The Fall Issue of ®PhilaJournal will be distributed in the last

week of August. Submissions must be in the editor’s
possession by the 8t of August, 2010.

Space 1 issue 4 issues
ToonieAd (Up to 5 lines) $2.00 $8.00
1/8 page (bus card) $15.00 $55.00
1/4 page $40.00 $120.00
1/2 page $60.00 $200.00
Full page (7-1/2” x 10”) $125.00 $400.00
Banner (17 x 57, front page) $50.00 $200.00

Your feedback is important to us. If anyone has any philatelic item for
publication, or any suggestions to improve ®hilaJournal, please contact
the editor. This is the medium that keeps the members of The Greater
Toronto Area Philatelic Alliance in touch and informed.

This publication is made possible by the contributions of
the advertisers. Do patronize them whenever possible.
Mention you saw their ad in PhilaJournal

Printed by
NOVA PRINTING INC.
2550 GOLDENRIDGE ROAD, UNIT 6
MISSISSAUGA, ONTARIO, L4X 2S3
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Are you looking for
collections or large lots?

If you like to buy your stamps by the book full,
or by the box full, you are going to enjoy our
regular auctions. Each of our sales offers hundreds
of worldwide collections, stocks, box lots, and
accumulations that hold fun and profit
for collectors and dealers alike.

Contact us today for your FREE

colour catalogue or view it online at

www.vanceauctions.com % la,

VANCEAUCTIONSLTD.

P.O. Box 267, Smithville, Ontario, Canada LOR 2A0
Toll Free Phone: 1-877-957-3364 ® Fax: 905-957-0100 ® mail@vanceauctions.com

President’s Message by Larry Friend

Royal membership is growing — several of our clubs
have become chapter members. All of our clubs should be
Chapter members and support our supporting body “The
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada”.

The Ajax Philatelic Society has voted to become Royal
members as well as Oshawa/Whitby. Ajax will be taking
advantage of the Liability Insurance through the Royal.

Royal membership is very important to help growth of
our great hobby. Not only does it give your group
national exposure — it also enhances your clubs
reputation as a secure and progressive organization — it
also helps keep us informed what is going on in the stamp
community at large.

Together we grow stronger — The Royal offers an
opportunity to grow our hobby by sharing valuable ideas
and initiatives that help strengthen your club.

Another area we can create growth — visit your
neighboring clubs. In the past few months I have had the
opportunity to visit stamp clubs at Bramalea, Trenton,
Peterborough, Ajax and Cobourg. At each of these clubs I
4

have been able to take back ideas to help strengthen our

own stamp groups in the Durham region. The
opportunity to look at how some clubs run there sales
circuits, club auctions and fund raising are just few of the

programs to be learned from.

There have been a number of Shows and Bourses
throughout our area that I hope you took the time to
enjoy. There are many more coming up put on by our
own GTAPA member clubs — check the Club News
section for details.

There is a great show coming up just outside the
Toronto Region that has a great history of success.
Kawartha Stamp Club is putting on its 54t Annual Stamp
Show “KAPEX” Saturday March 27%, 9.30 am to 4.30 pm
— For more info contact Ted Lichacz — email
ttlichacz@hotmail.com. “KAPEX” draws participation
for hundreds of miles in all directions — well worth the
drive. This Show and Bourse, is perhaps one of the best
organized events of the season, an event we can all learn
from and take information and ideas back to our own

club’s membership.
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Seek and Ye Shall Find
by John Wilson

As a regular purchaser of Gibbons Stamp Monthly, I
had seen this item before — in the September issue!
Imagine, then, my surprise when it turned up in a
dealer’s box at the recent North Toronto bourse, priced
at 50% oft as the show was about to close...
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[ enjoy accumulating the philatelic evidence of the
Antarctic regions, and knew of the existence of Marion
Island, but had never previously had anything sent from
it. Unsurprising — because it is one of the most remote
and untenanted places on Earth. It has been known since
1663, but was never claimed by any nation, lying as it
does some 1700 km. south and a little east of Port
Elizabeth. It was used by sealers and a vague suzerainty
was claimed by Britain, which offered a guano lease in
1908 and a whaling license in 1926 to entrepreneurs.

However, in 1947 the South African government made
a formal claim to both Marion Island, and its neighbor
Prince Edward Island, by sending the HMSAS
Transvaal to raise the flag. The landing was made on
December 29, 1947 and the ship left shortly thereafter.
Sister ships Natal and Gentoos brought labourers and
supplies and a research station was constructed. The
philatelic story begins on January 28, 1948, when the
base was first manned by a party brought to Marion
Island by the HMSAS Cape of Good Hope. The team sent
to man the base consisted of six Tristan Islanders —
inured, it was hoped, to the depressing rain and cold of
the island — and in charge was Allan Crawford, the
meteorologist who was responsible for the famous
“potato stamps” of Tristan, and a principal agitator for
Tristan to have its own stamps.

Crawford brought a cachet, and having been formally
appointed Acting Postmaster, he applied it to a few
items sent on the return voyage. More substantial mails
were sent out eight more times in 1948, each item
receiving the cachet plus a small date-stamp beneath it.
The team, including Crawford and his cachet, were
relieved and sent home August 28, 1948 — two days after
my item was dated. It entered the South African mails
at Port Elizabeth on September 3.

The scientific base on Marion Island has been
continuously occupied, up to 50 strong, since that first
year. A variety of cachets were used to identify mail, but
in 1958 a permanent post office was established using
semi-pictorial cancels. But, collectors — realize your
limits! So numerous were the requests for servicing
covers that the scientific community there found the
labour of stamping souvenir envelopes too tedious and
the post office was closed in the early 1980s. Subsequent
mails were cancelled aboard the supply ship M. V.
Agulhas (very colourfully!) and a recent land-based
cancel is also found, applied in Cape Town itself. I have
little interest in the more modern material, but am
delighted with my sole cover to date, handled by
Crawford himself.

Footnote to This Story
by John Wilson

Tristan has recently issued a set of stamps honouring
the recently-deceased Allan Crawford (he made it to 94
and was still active in the Friends of Tristan da Cunha
organization to the end). Two of the values show
Crawford in his prime, and the second shows the "potato
stamp". He designed a set of values, hoping to have
stamps authorized for use on Tristan. He actually had
20,000 copies of the red one printed in South Africa. At
the time, four large potatoes were worth a penny, but
no-one had any actual money.. The Tristan stamp web
site shows these and says, I think, that 4 potatoes were
worth three cigarettes in 1947.




GTAPA MEMBER CLUBS’
NEWS & ACTIVITIES

Ajax Philatelic Society

Meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays each month
from 6.30pm to 9pm at the Ajax Public Library on
Harwood Ave South (south of the 401).

Having been in existence for over 30 years, by
spring of 2009 the club was in dire straits with
declining attendance and mass resignation of most
of the executive. A letter was circulated to all
members to ascertain if there was sufficient interest
to keep the club going and to solicit advice on what
could be done to re-invigorate the members) or to
told the club and to attend a final meeting to vote
on the outcome.

Approximately 17-20 members attended and
after vigorous debate it was decided to keep the club
going and to proceed with the Apex 30 Show.
While no formal executive exists a number of
individuals have stepped forward to carry out the
duties required.

The attendance at club meetings has now doubled
with 20 to 25 people present to give spirited
bidding on the auction lots and we have also
attracted some new members. The club has now re-
joined GTAPA and also the RPSC as a Chapter.

At the second meeting in January a lecture on
Perforations Part 2 was presented by member
George Vandenberg. This was well received and
George offered some very interesting insights into
the varieties of the printing/ perforation process
and invited members to check their stamp holdings.
A print out was provided giving extensive
calculations of perforation differences.

Mark your calendar for Feb. 27th as the club
hosts the Apex 30 Show & Sale with 17 dealers, a
club table with circuit books and sale items. Time
10am - 4pm in the Ajax Community Centre (HMS
Ajax room) at the south end of the complex. The
centre is located on Harwood Street South of
Bayley. There is plenty of free parking and
wheelchair access. I'ree admission with hourly
draws. A great facility with an unlimited supply of
stamps for all interests. There are also lunch
facilities in the room.

For more information contact -
Roy Haina (during the day) at 905-259-7487
Email — hainastamps@rogers.com
David Williams — 905-666-9819
Email — stampbookdw(@yahoo.com

Don Beaumont — 905-426-3612
Email — donaldbeaumont@yahoo.com

Don Beaumont
Bramalea Stamp Club

Meets the 1** Sunday (from 2 to 4 pm), October to
June and the 8 Tuesday (from 7 to 9 pm) year
round at Terry Miller Recreation Complex,
Williams Parkway (between Dixie Rd and Bramalea
Rd.), Brampton. Visitors always welcome.

For more information contact Bob Thorne at
905-792-3526 or email r.thorne@sympatico.ca

Check out our web site at
www.bramaleastampclub.com

The club’s annual Show and Bourse was held on
Saturday February 6%. Thank you to all the clubs
members who helped with the set-up and tear-
down, greeted the visitors, ran the auction and
refreshment tables and all the other tasks that are
required for the successful running of a show.

During the show PhilaJournal editor Garfield
Portch presented a Greater Toronto Area
Philatelic Alliance Certificate of Merit to club
member Paul Williams in recognition of his

outstanding efforts in managing the club’s sales
books.

The following is a list of the exhibits shown by
club members:
The Four Cent Lincoln F'rom The Liberty Series, Don
Garlick; Commercial Airways Ltd., Steve Johnson;
St Pierre and Miquelon, Steve Johnson; A Semi-
Official look at Laurentide Air Service, Patricia
Airways and Exploration Ltd and Commercial Airways.
Steve Johnson; Mountains on Stamps, Paul
Nicholls; Poland 1941-48, Issues Of The Government
In Exile And Other Issues, Jerry Piotrowski; A
Selection Of One Page Exhibits, Jerry Piotrowski;
Censored covers of Trinidad, Terminal, Transit,
Military. Bob Thorne; Picture Postage, Henry
Vander Top

Upcoming Tuesday night themes are:

March 16 Actors
April 20 2010 Olympics
May 18 Stamps on postcards

Jerry Piotrowski
East Toronto Stamp Club

Meetings are at Stan Wadlow Senior's Action
Centre on Cedarvale Ave., (Woodbine & Cosburn
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area) on the first and third Tuesdays of the month,
October to May, at 9:30 to 11 :00 a.m.

The membership fee is $5.00 yearly, payable to
the Stan Wadlow Clubhouse for Seniors.

Activities include stamp exchanges, a stamp
dealer who buys and sells stamps, estate evaluations
and disposals, stamp chats and fellowship. Full
benefits at the centre are available to the members.

The objective of the club is to provide a meeting
place to enjoy the hobby.
Doug Cockburn

1040202010;
Insurance & Banking Philatelic
Society

The Club meets on the third Thursday each
month at the premises of Hampton Securities, 141
Adelaide Street West, Toronto. Guests are
welcome, but should contact the president Joe
Janthur (phone 416-364-4112), or secretary Herb
Kucera (phone 416-494-1428) before attending
meetings to avoid problems with the security
systems at the premises.

1040202010;
North Toronto Stamp Club

The club welcomes guests to all its meetings,
which are held on the 2 and 4t Thursdays of each
month except July August and December.
Members begin arriving between 6:30 and 7:00pm
to visit dealer tables, peruse club circuit books,
examine table auction lots, or simply chat and trade
with fellow members and visitors. A short business
meeting follows at 7:30pm (mainly announcements)
tollowed by a pre-arranged presentation, workshop,
or seminar. There is usually time after the
programme to return to the dealer tables and club
sales circuit.

Visit http://NorthTorontoStampClub. TK for up
to date details as programmes may be subject to
change.

Meetings are held at the Yorkminister Park
Baptist Church, 1858 Yonge Street, just a short
walk north of the St. Clair TTC subway station.
For an emailed copy of the NTSC's most recent
newsletter, contact the editor at
joel@joelruimy.com

A major project of the North Toronto Stamp Club
for March and April will be a presentation over two
evenings, titled, “You can’t take it with you!” The
reference, from a cartoon of several years ago,

shows a stamp collector with his album under his
arm, standing in front of St. Peter at the Pearly
Gates. You guessed it! The collector is being
informed that the collection doesn’t enter with him.
The challenge will be for our presenters to cover
several important topics over the two evenings, to
enable members to get authoritative suggestions
and choices to plan for disposition of their
collections. We have invited a stamp dealer, an
auction house, an accountant and an insurance
broker to review the options open to collectors
when disposing of collections prior to death, leaving
all the arrangements to family or the executor of
your will. Topics will include: how to create a
proper inventory, appraisals of your collection,
willing your collection to your stamp club or The
RPSC, proper insurance, bank safety deposit boxes
and much more.

Dates will be announced on the GTAPA website
(gtapa.org) by the end of February. Just click on the
NTSC pages for the information. Members of
GTAPA clubs are invited to attend the seminars.
Please let Peter Butler know (416-690-4666) of
you plan to join us.

Other activities through the late winter will
include the club’s annual spring auction and an
evening devoted to presentations with the judge’s
critiques of exhibits shown at the CSDA Show April
9 to 11. Don’t forget the North Toronto Stamp
Bourse at Yorkminster Park Baptist Church on
March 20t. All these NTSC events and more will
be posted on the GTAPA website.

For more information about the club, its meetings
and programmes please contact president Leon
Matthys (Imatthys@sympatico.ca) at 647-505-8461
or Peter Butler (pbutler@ilap.com) at 416-690-
4666.

1040404070,
North York Philatelic Society

Meetings are on the 15t and 3¢ Wednesday of
each month from September to June (July and
August 3¢ Wednesday only) in the Skaters” Lounge
at the Carnagie Centennial Arena, 580 Finch
Avenue West, Toronto, (2 blocks west of Bathurst
Street).  Everyone is welcome at any of our
meetings. Membership is $5.00 per year. NYPS is
a member of Royal Philatelic Society of Canada.

NYPEX will take place on March 27, 2010 from
10am to 3pm at the Herb Carnegie Arena in the
Silver Blade Room. The spring auction will take
place on April 21, 2010 starting at 7.00pm.
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For more information about the North York
Philatelic Society contact Mike Turk at 905-731-
8380 or via e-mail at turkm@accessv.com.

1010204040
Oshawa/Whitby Stamp Groups

The Oshawa/Whitby stamp groups meet 3 times
every week, twice in Oshawa, on Wednesday
evenings from 6. Pm to 8.30. pm, at Conant Seniors
Centre on 115 Grassmere Ave. Oshawa and Friday
mornings from 10.45 am to 1 pm at Legends
Community Centre 1661 Harmony Rd. N. Oshawa.
Both clubs operate year round.

The Whitby Group meets every Monday
morning 10 am to noon at Whitby Seniors
Building, 801 Brock Street Whitby — from Sept 14,
2009 to May 17t 2010.

There are now more than 200 members with
average weekly attendance of 75 to 85 at the 3
meetings. The Friday meetings is especially popular
with members coming from as far away as
Brighton, Trenton, Peterborough, Queensville,
Barrie, Toronto and places in between. The
Wednesday evening meeting is growing well. At all
venues there is a significant number of ladies
attending.

The Group’s function is to encourage seniors (and
junior collectors) to start, restart and expand their
collections or, if they desire the cash, assist them to
dispose of their excess material or inherited
collections through club auctions or public auction
houses.

Many of our members, since the revitalized Ajax
Stamp Club opened for 09/°10 season, are
attending the Ajax meetings and their Bi- monthly
Club Auctions. — Great news!

There are 2 live voice auctions yearly of approx.
400 quality lots and 2 silent auctions each year of
approx. 200 lots.

SPRING AUCTION - OUR 7™ LIVE
AUCTION - SUNDAY APRIL 25™ - viewing
starts at 10 am — AUCTION STARTS AT 12.45
— HOT LUNCH AVAILABLE - at THE
CONANT COMMUNITY CENTRE, 115
GRASSMERE AVE. OSHAWA

With our large membership you always find fresh
material available at each meeting. Every meeting
members offer surplus stamps and collections to
each other starting at 5 cents per stamp. We are
always looking for new members with more stamps.

For more information — please contact —
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Jim Stevenson — 905-576-4449 — Whitby/Oshawa
Gordon Wick — 905-404-0796 - Oshawa
Ron Christie — 905-432-7628 — Oshawa/Ajax
Lawrence Worrall — 905-436-9034 - Oshawa
Don Beaumont —905-426-3612—
Ajax/Whitby/Oshawa
Alan Hynes — 905-433-8084 — Oshawa
Larry Friend — 905-723-8798 — Oshawa/Whitby

Or email — lfriend@sympatico.ca

Larry Friend

1010204040
Polish-Canadian Coin and Stamp Club

Club Troyak, meets on the last Sunday of each
month, at 4¢:30 p.m. at John Paul II Polish Cultural
Centre, 4300 Cawthra Rd. (just south of Hwy. 403),
Mississauga, Ontario.

Club’s mailing address is: Polish-Canadian Coin &
Stamp Club “Troyak” John Paul II Polish Cultural
Centre, 4300 Cawthra Rd, Mississauga, ON L4Z
1V8 Canada.

Troyak was established with goals towards
education, collecting and preservation of coins,
stamps, paper money, orders and medals of Poland’s
history. The Club is officially registered member at
the Ontario Numismatic Association and is an
active member of GTAPA.

The Polish - Canadian Coin and Stamp Club
Troyak is a non - profit organization which can
always provide assistance in dealing with issues
concerning coins and stamps. Persons who are
interested in the education and study in numismatic
and philatelic matters are welcome.

Troyak’s Executive Team has established Troyak
Junior Philatelic Club, and Zygmunt (Ziggy)
Borowski is the club’s director. For more
information, contact: Ziggy at 416-454-2790 or
bzygmunt@hotmail.com.

“Troyak” Club next meetings are planned for ...
March 14, 2010 ... VII Polish — Canadian Coin,
Stamp & Collectibles Show 2010 and March 28,
2010; April 25, 2010; May 30, 2010 and June 27,
2010.

MARCH 14, 2010, MISSISSAUGA, Ontario
VII Polish - Canadian Coin, Stamp & Collectibles
Show 2010, at the John Paul II Polish Cultural
Centre, 4300 Cawthra Rd. Mississauga, Ontario.
Organized by the Polish - Canadian Coin & Stamp
Club “Troyak” of Toronto. Many tables of stamps,
coins, medals, paper money, militaria & antique
papers. Polish stamps expert info table.
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Exhibits include John Paul IT On World Stamps;
Orders and Decorations of Poland; Polonica &
historical souvenirs; Polish POW camps stamps of
WWII; and Upper Silesia’s stamps, coins, paper
money, sports pins, medals & collectibles. Polish
Mint info table. “Troyak Junior” table with boxes of
free stamps for kids. Troyak special medal and show
souvenirs. Free admission and parking.
Refreshments available. Sunday March 14, 2010,
from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

For info call: Ignacy Kania 905-273-7313 or
Wieslaw Grzesicki 416-258-1651 or visit our
websites:

www.troyakclub.com or info@troyakclub.com

New members are always welcome.

Robert Owczarz
1020202007

Scouts On Stamps Society

International
Maple Leaf Chapter, SOSSI

The Maple Leaf Chapter meets on the third
Sunday of each month from September through
May at 2:00 pm (coffee/cookies at 1:30 pm).
Meetings are held in different locations within
Toronto and southwestern Ontario.

The remaining program for 2009/2010 includes:
Mar 21 — Kitchener - Scout House — Speaker
Apr 18 — Hamilton - Scout House — Clothesline
May 16 — Niagara Falls - Scout House/Museum
Speaker

If you would like to find out more about collecting
Boy Scout and Girl Guide/Scout philatelic material,
please contact

Tony Manson at (416) 447-4281 or
tony.manson@sympatico.ca.

1040404040,
Toronto Stamp Collectors” Club

On January, 8 members and 2 guests visited the
First Toronto Post Office at 260 Adelaide St. E. We
had a great visit and were very well received by the
Director, Janet Walters.

If plans work out, we will have another Toronto
Post Office visit on March 9th: this time to Station
K Post Office, Yonge St. (at Montgomery Ave.
north of Eglinton Ave.) On this occasion we will
visit a postal museum which is maintained and
operated as a hobby by an employee in the
basement of station K.

Should any non-member of the Toronto club wish
to participate, please call Owen White or Michel
Houde, (416-703-6453) to check out details.

The TSCC meeting in April will be at our regular
time (8 pm) on Tuesday 13th April, at the RCMI,
426 University Ave., Toronto. Peter Butler will
present a programme on his collection of
lighthouses on stamps.

For more information contact
Owen White at 416-481-4731
or by email at owen.white@sympatico.ca

1010202040
Scarborough Stamp Club

The club will continue to meet at the Cedarbrook
Community Centre at least for the remainder of the
current year.

We will still meet in rooms #1 and #2 the first
and third Tuesdays of each month except the
second week of December due to our Christmas
party which will be held on the first Tuesday of the
month.

The first meeting each month will be a trading
night and our club's circuit books will be available.

At the meeting on the third Tuesday each month,
there will be a short official meeting. A member's
draw (you must be present to win), a draw for
which members may purchase tickets to win
philatelic prizes, and an auction.

There may be a speaker to discuss some aspect of
stamp collecting, and of course the circuit books
will be available.

Meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. Upcoming meetings
will be held on March 2n & 16t%, April 6t & 20t
May 4" & 18%™ and June 15t & 15,

New members and guests are welcome at any of
our meetings.

The Scarborough Stamp Club held its annual
meeting ending of its 83 year as a club at the
Imperial Palace Restaurant on Eglinton Avenue.
The night started with lots of good food after which
our MC, Elaine Skinner welcomed members and
guests. The donation draw was started with ten
baskets made up by Wendy Bargh and Alice
Burke. Everyone had fun picking the best of the
fifty or so prizes that were both philatelic and non-
philatelic. This was followed by games of bingo
called by Gayle Westacott. A great night was had

by all and we look forward to our 34 year.

For Info call Doug Cockburn at 416 - 757 -4072


http://www.troyakclub.com/
mailto:info@troyakclub.com
mailto:tony.manson@sympatico.ca
mailto:jtalman@interlog.com

Jim Carleton

Ukrainian Collectibles Society
(Toronto)

The Ukrainian Collectibles Society (Toronto)
meets on the first Monday of every month at 7:00
p-m. at the Ukrainian Canadian Social Services,
2445 Bloor Street West, Toronto. UCST is also a
chapter of the Ukrainian Philatelic and Numismatic
Society.

For over 20 years, our group of dedicated
collectors  from Toronto and surrounding
municipalities has shared the common goal of
preserving the cultural history of Ukraine and its
people around the world. Our Society works to
unite Ukraine collectors, whatever their collecting
interests: stamps, postal history, banknotes, coins,
postcards, badges, orders and other memorabilia.
We aim to facilitate exchanges of knowledge,
opinions and news with respect to each collector’s
area of interest. We also provide a forum for
exchange of collectible materials where members
can buy new items, trade or sell duplicate material.

For more information about the Ukrainian
Collectibles Society (Toronto) contact Jerry Kalyn
at 416-251-6898 or via email at ucst@upns.org.

Jerry Kalyn

West Toronto Stamp Club

Meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
from September to June at:

Eatonville Library
1430 Burnhamthorpe Road,
south-east corner of
Burnhamthorpe and The East Mall
east of Highway 427 in Etobicoke

We welcome members of GTAPA affiliated Clubs

The activities on the 2nd Tuesday take place in
the afternoon from 1:30 to 4:30 pm (Work Shops)
and in the evening from 6:30 to 8:30 pm (Silent and
Vocal Auctions). The activities on the 4th Tuesday
take place in the evening only from 6:30 to 8:30 pm
(Silent and Vocal Auctions).

> Tty
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY WEST TORONTO

As announced in the Winter issue of PhilaJournal,
West Toronto is celebrating its 75th Anniversary
of continuous activities.

We have two major events coming up early in the
month of March 2010: The Public Exhibition and
the Gala Dinner.

Exhibition:

A special public exhibition will be held in
Cloverdale Mall (Dundas St. West and The East
Mall, in Etobicoke) on Saturday, 06 March 2010
from 10:00 to 6:00 pm showing between 20 and 30
standard frames of mounted exhibits assembled by
our members.

The exhibition will consist of the following topics:
e The History of the Club
Introduction to Stamp Collecting

Single-page displays

e Different classes of One-frame exhibits

The frames will be attended by the exhibitors to
answer any questions.

The theme is: Promote Stamp Collecting in the
Communaty

Gala Dinner:

A gala dinner is scheduled for Wednesday, March
10, 2010 to be held at: STRATE'S BANQUET
HALL, 365 EVANS AVENUE IN ETOBICOKE
Dinner served at 7:30 pm

In attendance there will be members with
partners and special guests. Attendees will receive a
special commemorative cachet cover, designed and
produced by Garfield Portch, franked with a
special picture postage stamp depicting the
anniversary logo. The stamp will be cancelled with
a special cancel device.


mailto:ucst@upns.org

Photos from the GRVPA Grand Fair

Frank Alusio, Herb Kucera and George Pepall
in discussions at the frames.

George Speers takes a closer look while George Pepall takes notes.

MEDALLION ¢

UNITED STATES
MINT & USED

USED BLOCKS AND SHEETS
ONE OF OUR SPECIALTIES

PLATE BLOCKS & SOUVENIR
SHEETS ALSO AVAILABLE

WRITE FOR OUR U.S. or CDN. PRICE LIST

P.O. BOX 93157, HEADON POSTAL OUTLET,
1450 HEADON RD., BURLINGTON, ONT L7M 4A3

PHONE/FAX (905) 319-2920
E-MAIL: medallionstamps@cogeco.ca

WANTED

Postal Covers
with clear “BOMBAY” Cancellations
from India between 1885 and 1914
“SEA POST OFFICE”
to international destinations only
“TRAVELLING POST OFFICE”
(used on North East Line only)
&
Stamps
Government of India
Telegraph Stamps — 1881 Provisionals
For 1, 3 & 4 Anna Only

Contact
Denzil by e-mail at fernandes11@rogers.com

11
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The

NORTH TORONTO STAMP CLUB
POSTAGE STAMP
EXHIBITION & BOURSES
for 2009-10
will be held at
YORKMINSTER PARK BAPTIST CHURCH
1585 YONGE STREET, TORONTO

CANADA POST SUPPORTED
SHOW & BOURSE

SPRING POSTAGE STAMP BOURSE
SATURDAY MARCH 20", 2010

SUMMER POSTAGE STAMP BOURSE
SATURDAY JUNE 12™, 2010

FALL POSTAGE STAMP BOURSE
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 18", 2010

WINTER POSTAGE STAMP BOURSE
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 27", 2010

Club sales circuit will be available
at all exhibitions & bourses

Refreshments available
Free admission and limited parking
Wheelchair access
Families and children welcome

For information, contact Herb
telephone (416) 445-7720
fax (416) 444-1273
e-mail: ntstampclub@yahoo.ca

DIRECTIONS

Yorkminster Park Baptist Church is 1 block north of St. Clair

Avenue on the east side of Yonge Street.

There is subway

access from the St. Clair station. Free parking at the church is

limited.

City parking (Green P) is available on Alvin Ave., 1

block east, for which there is a charge.

THE BRITISH NORTH AMERICA
PHILATELIC SOCIETY

BNA Topics, quarterly journal

Annual convention and exhibition
More than 20 specialized study groups
Regional groups in many cities
Generous discount on BNAPS books
Online sales circuits

The Horace W. Harrison online library

Contact: Peter Jacobi, Secretary
#6, 2168 — 150 A Street
Surrey, BC Canada V4A 9W4

e-mail: pjacobi@shaw.ca
website: http://www.bnaps.org

BNAPS - The Society for Canadian Philately

GTAPA AFFILIATIONS

Royal Philatelic Society of Canada
Affiliate #4

American Philatelic Society
Associate Membership number C 208899
American Topical Association
Chapter 109
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ACCIDENTAL
DAMAGE

Are you protected?

Stamp Insurance from
Hugh Wood Canada Ltd.
could be your answer

FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS CALL 416-229-6600
Hugh Wood Canada Ltd.
4120 Yonge Street #201
Toronto , Ontario
M2P 2B8
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A Presentation to Remember
Eclipse Philately at North Toronto Stamp Club
by Peter Butler, FRPSC

Members of the North Toronto Stamp Club and
guests from several other clubs in the GTAPA, were
treated to an outstanding presentation at the club’s first
meeting in the new year. Following a short Annual
Meeting at which the new executive for 2010 was
introduced to the membership and coffee and pieces of a
celebration slab cake were enjoyed, Program
Coordinator Peter Butler introduced the evening’s
speaker, David K. Foot.

David combines his passion for philately with his
enthusiasm for chasing eclipses across the globe.
Professor Foot is recently retired from the University of
Toronto, where he taught economics and demography.
His book, Boom Bust & Echo (1996) was a best seller
across Canada and beyond and was translated into
several languages. He continues to be a very popular
guest speaker and is invited to present at conferences
around the world. As a stamp collector, he is a member
of the Philatelic Specialists Society of Canada and, as
mentioned, one of his special interests is eclipses on
stamps and covers.

. 4
This  hand-illustrated eclipse cover was postmarked at
ECLIPSE, VA on August 31, 1932, the day that a total solar
eclipse (TSE) passed over North America. The eclipse path
started in the Arctic, passed over Hudson Bay where
maximum totality occurred, and swept southeast over Quebec
and New England before ending in the Atlantic. Maximum
totality was 1 minute, 45 seconds. Eclipse, Virginia was not
in the path of totality, although it did experience a partial
solar eclipse (see cover for illustration).

In his fascinating presentation, David used relevant
philatelic items to explain why total solar eclipses
(TSE's) have held a fascination for both professional and
amateur astronomers alike. He explored the
characteristics of TSE's and the ways in which TSE's
have been observed from land, sea and air. His
expeditions to view TSE's, has made it possible for him
to obtain many philatelic firsts, (often created by
himself) buy eclipse stamps and covers first hand from
many countries and obtain cancels as well as eclipse
ephemera. His talk was illustrated with a wide variety of

philatelic material, from pre-stamp covers to cinderellas,
and it was laced with many personal anecdotes that
brought the events to life for the audience.

David’s presentation lasted for over an hour (“Is it
over already?” one enthusiast questioned) and for
another 20 minutes audience members gathered around
him to hear more of his stories, ask questions about his
travels and enquire about the philatelic materials he has
gathered. It was a very special meeting partly because of
David’s passion and enthusiasm for his topic and his
philatelic treasurers and partly because, as a gifted
teacher, he was able to excite the audience that hung on
every sentence and presentation photograph.

Harvey Shuter, the club’s gifted cover maker,
prepared a set of eight celebration covers using Canada’s
astronomy stamps of 2009, to present to David as
tangible evidence of our appreciation for such an
enlightening and entertaining evening.

B33 DV

George ©. Pean Limited

Stamps for Philatelists

MOVED TO
1714 Danforth Avenue

Toronto, Ontario M4C 1H8
(1 block east of the Coxwell Subway station)

416-363-1596

Business Hours
Monday to Friday, 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Stamps of the World
Philatelic Supplies
Picture Post Cards

Philatelic Literature

Member of
The Canadian Stamp Dealers’ Association
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SHE Y so, but why not find out what other members of the GTAPA
have dlscovered’? We hold regular stamp auctions that cover the world. If
you are looking for a single stamp or a box full, a specific set or cover, that

special item or an entire collection you may find it in one of our auctions.
With hundreds of lots each year in all sizes and price ranges, each sale has
something for everyone!

A complimentary catalogue of our next sale is waiting to be mailed.

John Sheffield Philatelist Ltd.

P.O. Box 81-PA, Lambeth Stn.

London, Ontario, Canada N6P 1P9
m "3 Telephone (519)681-3420 Fax (519)668-6872
. . Email: john@johnsheffield.com

View each auction (and our retail stock) on the Internet
www.johnsheffield.com

Ajax Philatelic Society Updates

. . .. . | -‘_/ w
It is quite exciting to see the enthusiasm generated by 1Y ] —
the club auction each meeting — membership is growing — f(\ N
new members coming on board — fresh ideas — just great! T )'?' %
In fact, by resounding vote of confidence, the auctions
will continue. Represented by: Michael Moffatt
: . : : The Trophy Centre
The club has just voted to rejoin the Royal Philatelic RECOGNITION ppgggcrs.g%ggm(/),%o1 e i
: P > : 13 24 RONSON DRIVE, UNIT 15 (Showroom on Shaft Rd.), TORONTO, ONTARI W 184
Society of Canada and join the Royal’s Liability Insurance TEL: 416-244-2362 » FAX: 416-244-7774
program. orders @thetrophycentre.ca

The Ajax Philatelic Society would like to thank its
members and members from the GTAPA clubs who have

attended our bi-monthly meetings and club auctions. Zlgg ml o oo L) E} nd‘SCH

Our club is growing in attendance and membership

with each meeting
The club auction at each meeting is drawing a great
range of material and created much needed enthusiasm LISTING

for our club. Club members are the only people who can DAYS FEES

contribute material to the auction — however, all meeting

attendees are welcome to bid. gy ' 'jﬁ"f YN
A 5

Sign up now!

Thanks again to all.

View more of my stamps at www.ziggmi.com
14



Collection Canada 09
the annual collection of all the stamps issued by Canada Post for 2009. ..
...or so you might think!

Every year at this time, Canada Post announces that
its annual collection of mint stamps from the previous
year is on sale... at $59.95 plus tax. “It brings together
all of the definitive and commemorative stamps... in a
single, beautifully illustrated, intricately designed
volume,” so it states on page three of the new book.

Robin Harris, Editor of Corgi Times, the fine
newsletter of The Elizabethan II Study Group says,
“Well half of that statement is correct... it is a great
hardbound book with fascinating stories and images
behind the stamp issues [and] I would recommend this
publication to all collectors, however, it is not complete
in terms of the stamps that were issued by Canada Post.”

It's not the first time I've heard that criticism of the
annual collection. If I remember correctly Robin has
written about the volume being “not complete” before. I
also remember thinking I really should find out what’s
missing and do something about it, but I never have.
This year, the list of what is missing from the collection
blew me away. There are 10 items not included in the
package of “all definitive and commemorative stamps.”
Just read through this listing of what’s not there and you
will be thinking, as I did, of coming up with a better way
to collect Canadian mint.

First, let’s look at what is missing from the yearly
package if you are counting on the new volume having
everything inside:

e Olympic sports, five self-adhesive stamps from
booklet panes

e Olympic mascot/emblems, five self-adhesive
coils, three self-adhesive booklet singles and two
large format coils

e Year of the Ox overprinted souvenir sheet

e Rhododendron flowers, two self-adhesive stamps
from booklet panes

e Art Canada: Jack Bush, single 54¢ stamp from
pane from 16

e Astronomy, two self-adhesive stamps from a
booklet pane

e Recording Artists, four self-adhesive stamps
from booklet panes

¢ Roadside Attractions. four self-adhesive stamps
from booklet panes

e Lest We Forget, souvenir sheet of two stamps

e Christmas, three self-adhesive stamps from
booklet panes

Robin explains that for the specialists, the self-
adhesive  singles are die-cut to shape which produces
slightly different varieties than those from booklet
panes. If that difference is not something you need to be
concerned about then several of the varieties listed above

will not be of concern to you and will not be needed in
your collection.

For those collectors/specialists that do what the
varieties, it means that 83 stamps are missing from
Canada Post’s so-called complete collection. You would
hardly be satisfied if you were counting on buying
everything at one time instead of traipsing to the post
office every month to buy stamps, only to find out that a
third of the issues were not included. What’s to do about
this, because the answer is certainly not to give up on
collecting mint Canada? Or is it? Before you make that
decision, here’s a plan that might influence your
thinking.

The best way to get all the stamps is to buy Canada
Post’s quarterly packs. Have you seen them in many post
office hanging on the wall behind the counter? They cost
anywhere from $2.60 to $21.11, depending on the
number of stamps enclosed. These packages include all
the varieties listed above that are not in the yearly
collection.

e el o St e sembre
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If you haven’t noticed the packs at the post office,
check out page 11 of the latest Collections magazine.
(Fall/Winter 2009 issue) It not only lists the four
packages for 2009 but all the packs back to 2005. For
me, the purchase of these quarterly packs is the way to
go and it’s a little easier on the pocketbook at four times
a year. Another plus, as someone mentioned today, “I'm
changing my way of purchasing mint stamps and I'll be
saving shelf space too. Those yearly books are taking up
too much room in my library.” I'm thinking that before I
make a change, I might check a few yearly collections
with the listings in the Unitrade catalogue. Will all of the
varieties 'm probably missing be listed there? Ouch...
I'm no longer complete!

Peter Butler, FRPSC
15



KITCHENER-WATERLOO PHILATELIC SOCIETY\

Chapter 13RPS.C. » Z5th Anniversary « Member GRVPA.
www.KWStampClub.org

STAMPFEST 2010

60* Annual Stamp Show & Bourse

COMMUNITY Saturday
CHRISTIAN April 17, 2010
REFORMED CHURCH
10 a.m. to 4 p.m,
RR2 -1275 Bleams Road X
Kitchener, Ontario, Canads Children’s Table * 18 Dealers
N2G 3W5 Sales Circuit * Free Admission

Everyone is Welcome!
The Society meets on the second Thursday of every month, except July and August, at the

Albert McCormick Arena, Parkside Drive, Waterloo. Meetings run from 7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.

KITCHENER-WATERLOO
PHILATELIC SOCIETY
75th Anniversary

- £
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STAMPEEST

Saturday, April 17, 2010

STRATFORD STAMP CLUB
28" ANNUAL

MAYDAY STAMP SHOW

SUNDAY, MAY 2, 2010
9:30am - 3:30pm

Kiwanis Community Center
111 Lakeside Drive, Stratford

Stamp Exhibits / Dealers Bourse
Club Sales Circuit (000's of pages!)
Cachet Show Cover Highlighting Historical Stratford
Lunch Counter
Free Admission & Parking
Wheelchair Accessible

Make it a family affair with a picnic in
Stratford's beautiful Queen's Park

Contact Person
Richard Blackburn
519-273-0429
email: richard.Blackburn@utoronto.ca

Specializing in
Canada, BNA and the USA

Rob Taylor/Rhonda Kavanagh

Interested in Buying and Selling
please email
rob@taylorstamps.com

7 Bobcat Street, Brampton, ON, L6R 1C9
416-358-0071

Visit our Ebay store
http://stores.ebay.ca/Taylors-Stamps
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Wednesdays
Quiz Night with your host Boston Chris
Test your knowledge against
Summerhill's wisest. Weekly prizes.
8pm

Thursdays
Jam Nite with your host Headbone
Station
Bring an instrument and Jam with the
band or sit back and enjoy our 2 for 1
PIZZA offer. 8pm

Sundays
Live New Orleans Jazz featuring
The Original Don Valley Stompers!
Check out our Stomper Special



mailto:richard.Blackburn@utoronto.ca
mailto:rob@taylorstamps.com
http://stores.ebay.ca/Taylors-Stamps

The MACHIN Corner
by Dave Moss

So where to start?

Probably the most difficult question a collector has to
answer regarding the collecting of Machins (pronounced
“May-chin”) must be “What is to be the cut-off?”

With the abundance of Machins available, does one
simply collect:

« A sample of each face value in its specific colour.

e A varied collection of each face value of Machins to
help distinguish shades, printing methods, phosphors,
perforations, papers and any other varieties.

e A range of Machins covering all the varieties
associated with one particular face value.

« A range of stamps to demonstrate the diversification of
one particular Machin colour. (e.g. green, brown, etc.)

» A range of stamps showing the way that a particular
digit has changed over the life of Machins. (2 or 4 would
be good examples)

All are a collector’s prerogative and no one method can
be regarded as either right or wrong, they are simply
just different ways of addressing the problem.

From a starter’s position the easiest solution may be to
start collecting group a) and as one gains more
knowledge and experience allow the collection to
diversify into any or all of the other aspects.

Lets consider that you have decided to collect those in
group a). One starts by looking for one example of each
tace value with the different colour combinations
associated with it. To begin planning for the collection,
it is suggested that one obtains a list of known items.
There is a large number of catalogues around that will
point a collector towards what are available (Scotts,
Stanley Gibbons, Krause — Minkus, The Specialized
Machins Catalogue, Deegam Machin Handbook, etc).
The problem is that each one tends to list several
varieties for each value and for a collector to remain
faithful to group a) they will need to modify their list
accordingly.

SIZE | DESCRIPTION oTY
Small | Pre-Decimal Issues 16
Large | Pre-Decimal Issues 4
Small | National Issues 163
Large | National Issues 11
Small | Regional Issues 188
Small | “Penny Black” Anniversary Issues | 6
Small | NVI Issues 12
Large | NVI Issues 2
Large | “Faststamp Post & Go” Issues 5
Large | “Horizon” Issues

As different variations are noticed and acquired it does
not take a collector very long to realize that one copy of
each face value results in a collection that tends to be
somewhat inadequate and begs to be elaborated upon,
and so the Machin bug bites.

RECOGNIZING VARIATIONS

With a view to alleviating some of the aggravations
encountered in collecting Machins each article will
attempt to explain/explore a common variation that has
caused problems.

Photogravure and Lithography

These two main printing methods are a great cause of
confusion. The subtle differences between stamps of the
same value and colour I have learned are mainly because
of the two printing methods involved, these being
photogravure and lithography. Without knowing the
true differences I began by separating the stamps with a
“duller” appearance, these I learned later were the
lithographed items.

Photogravure is made up of a series of recessed colour
cells which overall results in showing more tones than
lithography.

Lithography does not have recesses and so usually
results in a much "flatter" looking image.

The easiest place to tell the difference between a stamp
from a photogravure source and one from a lithographed
source is around the denomination. Stamps in
photogravure show a "lumpy" edge to the value while
those in lithography show a very clean-edge to the
value.

PITP

Photo Litho

Acknowledgements are hereby given to Robin Harris of
Adminware.com_for use of his pictures.

These areas will probably need to be viewed through a
good magnitying glass (I use a 10x). Also once an
example has been identified it may be prudent to keep it
close at hand to refresh the memory from time to time.
Then as more experience is obtained in determining the
differences it will become second nature.

So until next time good luck and happy sorting.

See Machin Study Group ad on page 19
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Canadian Stamp Dealers’ Association

NATIONAL POSTAGE

STAMP SHOW
April 9, 10, 11, 2010

Queen Elizabeth Building, Exhibition Place

Friday 11 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m. -5 p.m.;
Sunday 10 a.m. — 4 p.m.
Dealers from Canada, United States and the United Kingdom

THE 67th
ANNUAL EXHIBITION

OF

THE NORTH TORONTO
STAMP CLUB

Free Admission! - Draw Prizes! j\




2009 Toronto Stamp Collectors’ Club

Christmas Dinner

by Michele Houde
On the 8th of December, the members of the Toronto
Stamp Collectors’ Club (TSCC) met at the Royal
Canadian Military Institute for their annual Christmas
dinner.

The TSCC was founded in 1892 making it the oldest
stamp club in North America and one of the oldest in
the world.

Fourteen members and guests attended the happy
event. After a main course of prime roast beef,
Yorkshire pudding and wine everyone settled back to
listen to the evening’s speaker. The guests of honour
were Mr. Milo Vassallo and Mrs. Rita Vassallo. Mr.
Vassallo is the former Consul General of Malta. He
admitted not to being a stamp collector but countered
that he is familiar with the hobby since his father was an
avid collector.

Mr. Vassallo went on to describe his early years in
Malta. He was born on the island and was only six
when the war started. He recalled experiencing years of
bombing and of spent night after night in bomb
shelters. An uncle was killed in an air raid. For years,
there were food shortages. Eventually he immigrated to
Canada and became a citizen. Mr. Vassallo also spoke on
other aspects of the colourful history of Malta which
goes back to 5,200 BC.

After the question and answer session, Mr. Vassallo
endeared himself to the members by supplying several
interesting collections of Maltese stamps that were then
raffled.

At the close of the evening, Dr. Owen White,
President of the TSCC, presented Mr. Vassallo with a
Life Membership in the Club. This is only the second
time in its 117 year history that such an honour has
been given.

New U.S.A Celebrate Scouting Stamp

Unveiled
by Tony Manson

On November 5, 2009, the United States Postal
Service issued a media advisory that a Celebrate Scouting
stamp would be unveiled at the Smithsonian National
Postal Museum in Washington, on November 12, 20009.

The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) were chartered in
1910 and thus are celebrating their 100t birthday this
year. However, the United States Postal Service (USPS)
has a policy that “stamps or stationery items shall not
be issued to honor fraternal, political, sectarian or
service/charitable organizations”. The stamp issue is
thus for a more general “100 years of scouting in
America”, rather than for the BSA organization. The
stamp therefore just has the word “Scouting” along the
bottom, and depicts the images of two different scouts
in clothing and accessories that are often part of the
outdoor scouting experience. The Boy Scouts of
America shared the unveiling ceremony with the United
States Postal Service.

T U St Pl S o Py Sccus of At P
2010 Celebrate Scouting Stamp
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A few things of interest surround this postal issue.
The above images show the front and back of a “max
card” available at the unveiling ceremony. It was jointly
offered by the USPS and the BSA. The example shows
one that has the National Postal Museum Station
cancellation dated on the unveiling day, November 12,
2010. Does this mean we will now see more examples of
early unveiling ceremonies and thus of official
“unveiling day covers” as well as “first day covers™
Secondly, the announcement quoted an issue date of
“July 2010”, eight months after the unveiling date. That
is certainly a long period before the stamps are actually
issued.

The July 2010 date was chosen to coincide with the
BSA National Jamboree to be held at Fort A.P. Hill in
Virginia, July 26 — August 4, where 50,000 scouts and
leaders will be in camp to celebrate 100 years of
scouting. To create a focus on philately, SOSSI (Scouts
On Stamps Society International) will have 25 members
working with the scouts on their Stamp Collectors
Merit Badge in the Merit Badge Midway area. As well,
another 10 members will be part of the “lick-em, stick-
em” group, preparing a variety of philatelic covers as
souvenirs of the Celebrate Scouting” stamp issue.
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Greenland Cover Mystery
by Vijay Vijayakumar
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Fig.1 Greenland to USA. March 31, 1956.

This registered cover from Greenland may look just an
ordinary cover with a set of Greenland overprint stamps
to a postal cover collector. However this single cover led
to a philatelic mystery.

This registered cover was posted in Sondre
Stromfjord, Greenland in March 31, 1956. Sondre
Stromfjord is on Baffin Bay on the west side of
Greenland near The Arctic Circle. It has a research
station and a small airport with Greenland’s longest
runway. From time to time, flights from northern
Europe to Canada or USA land here for refueling. Other
than that, the only flight landing in this sub-Arctic
airport is to bring supplies to the research station or
military flights to the base on the other side of the
runway. Most likely the letter was written by someone
from the research station to a friend or a family member
back in San Fernando, California. However looking at
the stamps used to mail this letter, a set of overprints
and neatly cancelled, tying all the stamps for proper rate
and usage for that period indicates the sender must be a
collector of covers or the least a stamp collector.

What makes this cover is unusual is the stamps on the
cover. All of them are 1945 Denmark Liberation issue
overprints, and all are overprint color error varieties.
The overprint is “DANMARK BEFRIET 5 MAJ
1945”. The 10¢ purple and olive and 150 red and bright
ultramarine portray King Christian X of Denmark. The
300 dark blue and red brown (Dog team), 1k brown and
gray black (Polar bear), 2k sepia and deep green (Eskimo
in KRayak) and 5k dark purple and dull brown (Eider
duck)

Of the overprint colour errors, stamps which should
have carmine overprint have blue overprints and those
of which should have carmine overprints have blue
overprints. Scott lists these overprint colour errors as
22a,
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23a, 24a, 25a, 26a and 27a. The 2009 Scott catalogue
value for the overprint error, used set is US$ 1825.00
where as the overprint catalogue value for the same set,
(used) is US$ 840.00 (fig.2)

1945

Fig.2 Compete set of Greenland stamps overprinted
SCH# 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 and 27

There are three strikes of “Sdr. Stremfjord” CDS, one
ties both 22a and 23a, the 2nd ties all four 24a, 25a, 26a
and 27a in the middle. The 3t is on the top left corner of
the cover arrived in San Fernando on April 4, shows on
the backstamp. Registry was denoted by a preprinted
registry label hand stamped “Sdr. Stremfjord”.

Now the mystery of these stamps, the overprinting of
this issue were extremely small with the official issues
estimated at 3,000 or even less by the time they arrives
at The Royal Greenland Trade company (KGH) in
Copenhagen (fig.3). Every sheet was examined by KGH
for colour variance and overprint. There were no
records of such variants was found and sold at face value.
All of them sold to in USA by the world largest
wholesale company who was a monopolist at that time
period, H&J Stolow.



May 17, 1945

Commercial Stationery Co.
54 New Street
New York City.

Att: Mr, J, Wermer,
Gentlemen:

We hereby confirm our order to overprint 2718
sheets of Greenland Postage Stamps with the wording:

"DANMARK
BEFRIRT
5 MAT 1945"

The printing to be partly in r#d and partly
in blue according to detailed desoription already
submitted to you., The totel cost of making the
necessary plates and printing will be #600.00.

You are to return to us all sheets delivered
to you lnoluding such which may be spolled or damaged.

We understand that you will make delivery
within 3 weeks from todey. It is also agreed that
you shall furnish ug with print proofs to be 0K'd by
us before the actusl printing 1s begun.

Very truly yours,

DANISH CONSULAT= GENERAL
GREZNLAMD SECTION

Ib Pedersen

17/mb

Fig.8 Letter to Commercial Stationary Co_from Danish
Consulate General to overprint Greenland stamps.

Later it was learned that the majority of these stamps
were not earmarked for sale in Greenland but for sale to
J & H Stolow, who sold some of the sets to other stamps
wholesalers in USA and Canada. (fig.4). There was a deal
signed between Danish Consulate General, Greenland

section and J&H Stolow (fig.5) for the immediate sale of

10,000 sets and another 10,000 sets within a year.

J. & H. Stolow:

Komplette Smt,.ue0ueses020,850.00.4..836,195,60
1 Pr@cceccicecsncscsnsssldhy000,00ass)

5 Bre@sicesvivesseoniwnanilyy000esssee) 364.00

T Preccccessecooseseesnsddysg000isasas

10 ¥recsceccncaas vevenns 1.300. .....
15 pre. ....--............ABOO..... ; 473.00

30 BrOcesesesessvonccscas £493005a0ens
1 KTOnGiseva s saneses 2,300...... 460.00
2 Kronor...{............ 1,000 400.00
$37,892.60
Gimbel Brothers, New York,......400 694 .40
Ph. B. Papaohristides, Montreal,l00 173.60
Danish Brotherhood of Amorioa,..l 0 178.60
Tribune Stamp Co, of N, Y. 350 07 .60
New York Stamp COsjyeeesas .100 173.60
Carl E. Pelander, New Yor 300 520.80
American Beroling Co., N. Y.,.,.l . 173.60
Stamp Auction Servioe, Ghingo,.lOO.. 5 173.60
A. B. Pade, Denver, Colo.,,,,.,l 00.. «  2,604.00
Home of Postage Stamps, N, Y¥.,..100...... 173.60
H, E. Harris & Co., Bo-ton,.....loo...... 173.60
Coronet Stamp Co.yeBe YoraeeeaelO0uvuuan 173.60
Jaok Kantor, New York,eseeeesees200000ees 347.20
Helge B. Parva, Los Angeles,....100...... 173.60
Columbia Stamp Co., Nu¥.,00v0aeal00ian.as 173.60
R. H. Mowrer, Ban Franoisoo,....100 ...... 173.60
Leo Bessar, Now YorK,.cceeeveesel00ucouqan 173.60
Joseph Godlef, Brooklyn,...eeees200,0suuas 347.20
P. Bragmen, New YorK,«seeeeve0001000access 173.60

A. D. Bohieh, Chiugo,.........-100....... 173.60
CGrossman Stamp Co., New York,.,.100ceeess. 173.60
H, Bileski, '!oronto Canada, ... ¢200..,04544 347.20

650 ey

Fig.4 Copy of the Dealers in USA and in Canada who
purchased the Greenland stamp set.

Of the 30,000 sets printed, following is the breakdown
of how they were distributed.

1. 15,000 sets to J&H Stolow, for their exclusive
sale in USA, Canada and rest of the world.

2. 5,500 sets were sent to Greenland for official
sale there, but were lost or disappeared in
transit. It was rumored these were sent to J&H
Stolow’s operations in New York and forwarded
from there to Greenland.

3. 9,000 sets were sent to Denmark for official sale
there.

4. Only remaining 500 sets were sent to Greenland
as replacements for those missing.

J. ano H. STOLOW
Wholesale Stamp Dealers A

475 FIFTH AVE.  NEW YORK 17, N. Y. Solow-New Yok

Teephons | Enmpiom 2003132

May 14, 1845

To the Denish “onsulate Genaral
Gresnland Section

17 Battory Pluce

New York, H.Y.

Att: Mr. J. Psteraon

Gentlomen:

We took rood notice that ths Lenish Government
is golng to reloase § stemns with the surcharpe
"Dormark befrist May 5, 1945, comremorating Denmark's
1iberation.

Wo are horawith nlacing our order for tenthousand
comolote 8ets for irmediate delivary in mccordance with
our verbal agroement. The price per sinals set ia $1.736,
and we ahall pav tho totl amount of ¥l7,360,00 in cash
againat receipt of the tenthousand aets ordersd, and we
also sgros to take the balanne of 10,000 ssts within one
yoar. You, in turn, consented Lo roturn any remainder
of this stook to Oresnland and refrain from selline it
to the public hersin the States.

Wery truly Tours,

J5:HT

Fig.s The agreement signed by the J&H Stolow to buy
the Greenland stamps.

Now the biggest question arises, who ordered and
received the overprint colour error stamps? They were
never officially ordered and none of them was sold in
Greenland or Denmark. The evidence points to J &H
Stolow, who must have ordered the colour error, but in
what quantity? No one knows. Was there any secret
agreement between Danish consulate, Greenland section
and J & H Stolow to deliberately print the overprinted
colour error? or did Stolow receive the color error
directly from the printer without the knowledge of the
Greenland Consulate?

To this date Danish and Greenland Postal authorities
have maintained that there was no overprint colour
error either ordered or received. Now, all evidence is
pointing finger at J & H Stolow. They have in the past
openly ordered and printed various bogus stamps and
sold them to other dealers. One such example is the
stamp for the non-existent county, “Republic South
Moluccas”, printed at the Austrian Federal Print Oftice.

As far as can be seen, these Greenland overprint colour
errors will remain a mystery in need of research.
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® ROCHESTER NATIONAL

® STAMP SHOW

o
o MAY 14-16
° HOURS: 11-6, 11-5, 11-4

® ESL SPORTS CENTRE

@ MONROE COMMUNITY COLLEGE CAMPUS
2700 BRIGHTON-HENRIETTA TOWN LINE RD
OFF [-390 AND EAST HENRIETTA ROAD

e 30 DEALERS
e SPECIAL CANCELS

e US POSTAL SERVICE, UN POSTAL ADMINISTRATION
e EXHIBITS FROM THE U.S. AND CANADA
e YOUTH GAMES AND ACTIVITIES AREA (SATURDAY AND SUNDAY)

QUESTIONS? PHONE: 585-752-6178 EMAIL: STAMPTMF@FRONTIERNET.NET
SEE FULL DETAILS ONLINE AT HTTP://WWW.RPASTAMPS.ORG

ROPEX 2010,

°
FREE ADMISSION & PARKING °
100 YEARS OF SCOUTING IN AMERICA

ROPEX Exhibit Prospectus
Discounted Frames Awvailable

ROPEX 2010 takes place May 14-16 in Rochester, NY at
the ESL Sports Centre in the city’s southern suburb of
Henrietta. A maximum of 240 frames are available at a
rate of $10 per multi-exhibit frame or $20 per single frame.

This year 100 frames are being set aside specifically for
exhibits with 8, 9 or 10 frames that may be reserved on a

first-come basis at half price, only $5 per frame.

“Shows around the country continue to have difficulty in
filling frames,” says ROPEX exhibits chairman Tom
Fortunato. “We wanted to try a new incentive to help fill
our frames earlier than usual while giving more mature
exhibits a price break. We hope it will “dust off” some
exhibits that haven’t been seen in a while, and reward
“regulars” on the show circuit for their continued
patronage of “World Series of Philately” events. Of course,
we’d like all exhibitors to attend if possible.”

An exhibitor prospectus and application are available
online for download or immediate submission. Exhibitors
with discount-qualifying exhibits will be notified whether
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enough frames remain, and if not, be given the opportunity
to exhibit at full price.

ROPEX will host several regional meetings, including
ACE- Art Cover Exchange, American Association of
Philatelic Exhibitors, Empire State Postal History Society,
and Federation of New York Philatelic Societies. The

show’s theme is scouting.

Dealer inquires are welcome. Table prices start at $250
for the three-day show, with even lower prices for dealers
with dollar tables.
Robinson by email at saferace@rochester.rr.com or

Contact bourse chairman Dave

download an application from the web site. A limited
number of tables remain. New issues, postcard and coin
dealers are especially encouraged to apply.

See complete details on the show’s web site at
http:/ /www.rpastamps.org/ropex.html.  Inquities may be
emailed to stamptmf(@frontiernet.net, or by writing to
ROPEX 2010, PO Box 10206 Brighton Station, Rochester,
NY 14610-0206.



TOONIE ADS, The GTAPA Market Place

Schaubek & KA-BE
Pages, album and slip covers for
various countries
For details of available countries,
period and prices, contact
vijaystamps@gmail.com

WANTED
Scottish & British Local Stamps
call Larry at 905-723-8798

Since 2000, the United ©Nations has
issued World Heritage prestige
booklets. Ten have been issued and I am
missing the Dbooklets from 2001 and
2008. I will buy or trade for these two
booklets. I have many duplicates of the
UN prestige booklets and the Great
Britain prestige booklets to exchange.
Contact Peter Butler at:
pbutler@ilap.com or 416-690-4666.

I collect the picture postage stamps
that are printed by Canadian Banknote
Co. Ltd. for Canada Post. I am
interested in trading or buying these
stamps particularly ones used by stamp
clubs for their exhibitions. I also
would like to trade or buy copies of

picture postage stamps of ©personal
photos, special family events, pets,
scenery, etc. Contact Peter Butler at:

pbutler@ilap.com or 4126-690-4666.

Attention PERFIN specialists. I am
looking for an OHMS perfin of the five
hole wvariety, on the RCMP stamp of
1935. Scott #223. Also copies of this
stamp with steel engraved, constant
plate wvarieties would be welcome. I
will pay top dollar for these stamps.
Contact Peter Butler at:
pbutler@ilap.com or 416-690-4666.

WANTED: BIDDERS

7" Live Auction

Oshawa / Whitby
Sunday April 25" at 10 a.m.
Auction starts at 12:45 p.m.

COME ONE, COME ALL to “APEX '10”
30™ Stamp Show & Bourse
Saturday February 27", 2010
see AJAX Club News for details

NO FEE, LIVE AUCTION
Sunday April 25
viewing at 10 a.m.
Auction starts at 12:45 p.m.
Hot lunch available

Administrative Assistance

Needed
The Royal Philatelic Society of Canada
requires administrative assistance at

the National Office 1in Toronto. The
Society 1is seeking persons to provide
clerical and computer-assisted work on
an occasional basis, to help current
staff deal with peak periods of work
and to cover staff absences. The
expectation is that two or three days a
month would be required, to be during
the middle hours of the day, at random
times during the month, on mutually
acceptable days. Salary will be $12.00
to $15.00 an hour. Retirees with a
little knowledge of stamp collecting
would be an asset.

To indicate interest,
attend an information

National Office, 10 Summerhill Ave.
(Vincent G Greene Philatelic
Foundation) located one block north of
the Summerhill Subway Station east of
Yonge St., at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday,

persons must
session at the

March 30" or Wednesday, March 31°% to
meet the staff, tour the office and
hear a description of the tasks

involved and the expectations of staff.
Call 416-921-2077 (Monday to Thursday)
to confirm attendance at one of the

sessions. A resumé with two references
will Dbe required at the information
session. For further information,
contact Peter Butler at:

director@rpsc.org or 416-690-4666.

WANTED
Accumulations of American Precancels
call Larry at 905-723-8798

SUNDAY SPECIAL AUCTION
April 25" - Live Auction
115 Grassmere Avenue, Oshawa
NO FEES
Oshawa / Whitby Seniors



mailto:vijaystamps@gmail.com
mailto:pbutler@ilap.com
mailto:pbutler@ilap.com
mailto:pbutler@ilap.com
mailto:director@rpsc.org

CANADA
KA-BE Spring Back Binders
with pages up to 1979
Price is negotiable
vijayakumar@live.ca

WANTED... collectibles (stamps, covers,
ephemera, etc..) about Frédéric Chopin
(22 Feb. 1810 - 17 Oct. 1849), a Polish
composer and virtuoso pianist. Born in
Zelazowa Wola, in the Duchy of Warsaw,
to a French-expatriate father and
Polish mother. He lived and died in
Paris as one of the many Poles in a
politico-social self-exile during the
Polish partition. Email: polwiz@gmail
.com or 905-279-3596

WANTED... STAMPS, COVERS, MAXICARDS
CELEBRATING THE CHINESE YEAR of THE DOG
(1994 plus other years if also
picturing a dog); YEAR OF THE ROOSTER
(1993).. DOGS including Disney
characters.. from the Universal Postal
Union (UPU) 191 member countries.
FEmail: polwiz@gmail .com or 905-279-
3596

Now that NAMSG (North American Machin
Study Group) has been kicked-off we are
looking for all interested parties to
join the group and further the quest.
Forward any questions or comments
please to: davemoss@sympatico.ca

23



mailto:vijayakumar@live.ca
mailto:davemoss@sympatico.ca

-’\.‘\.‘\.’\.‘\.‘\.’\.‘\.‘\.’\.‘\.‘\.\.‘\.‘\.‘\.’\.‘\.‘\.‘\.’\.‘\.‘\’\""-‘\—’L‘\.‘\.’\.‘\.
four Reliable Source for British

North Am Prica _rD_’JH'c. el y

As Canada's leading stamp dealers, and the only one offering full

service to collectors, we provide the following resources to
philatelists:

¢ An extensive newspaper format price list every six weeks.

¢ A rare stamp list of individual offerings every three weeks.

* A selected rarities catalogue offered every four months.

* The largest inventory of B.N.A. stamps anywhere in the world.
* An extensive stock of philatelic literature. 75 il Selected Rarities
* A large inventory of Federal and Provincial duck stamps. : ' Catalogue Vi

¢ A huge stock of B.N.A. plate proofs and die proofs.

Join our mailing list now and start receiving our wide
selection of catalogues.

« Gary J. Lyon (Philatelist) Ltd.

| P.O. Box 450 - Bathurst - New Brunswick - E2A 3Z4 - Canada
Tel: 1(506) 546-6363 - Fax 1(506) 546-6627

Email: glstamps@nb.aibn.com - Website www.garylyon.com

Collect Canada and British North America?

If you have been searching for a new source of material
you need to look no further than Eastern Auctions.

For decades our specialty has been stamps of Canada

and Provinces, with particular emphasis on choice classics,
major errors and Proofs. We have a worldwide reputation
and maintain one of the finest and largest offerings of BNA.
Contact us today to discuss your interest.

Our Mail and Public Auction Catalogues
are available free upon request.

" Eastern Auctions Ltd.

P.O. Box 250 - Bathurst - New Brunswick - E2A 372 - Canada
Tel: 1(506) 548-8986 - Fax: 1(506) 546-6627
Email: easternauctions@nb.aibn.com - Website: www.easternauctions.com

Member of ASDA - CSDA - RPSC - PTS
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